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T0s Commanding O0fficer
2nd Brigede, 4th Infantry Division
ATTN: 8«3 .
APQ San Francisce 96262

1. (C) oOperationss Significant Activities
As Ceneml:
(1) During the period covered by this report, the lst Battalion 12th
Infantry participated in Operation Putnam Paragon and Putnam Valley,
52 Task Organization is as shown in Imclosure 1, =
3) Commanders and Principal Staff as of the end of the reporting period
are as listed at Inclosure 2, L |
(4) Mission: The lst Battalion, 12th Infantry condueted search operations
along the Song Ba River to interdict enemy movement in assigned AQ, targeted
against the C-2 407 Sapper Battalion, The lst Battalion, 12th Infantuy also
conducted operations in Base area 226 with the mission of locating and des~
troying enemy forces, supplies and installations, The 1/12th was targeted
against the 5vd Battalion, 2nd Regiment of the 3rd NVA Division, On 13 Octow
ber 1970, the lst Battalion, 12th Infantry initiated operations in the Vinh
Thanh Valley, to upgrade the security of the populated areas and %o conduct
g:::b:!.md operations with Reginal and Popular Forces, to upgrade their capabile
Bs Intelligences el :
(1) Song Ba River area (FSB UTE) 19 Aug 70. o
as Terrain: Character by low hille with varying slopes from 20% to 30%
to as much as 50% and elevation ranging from 200 meters to 300 meters to a
maximum of 800 meters, The valleys ranged from less than 1 Xm to as much as 3
Km, The southern end of the area of opemations was located at the foot hills of
‘bs Vegetations In Quan An Tue province (VIC FSB UTE) the vegetation was
heavy in the highlands interspersed with some cleared aveas on the @ :
hills, The valleys weve primarily characterised by thick undergrowth and
elephant grase, : : :
¢e Weather: Precipitation in the Song Ba River avea was light coming in
the form of late afternoon and night showerss Mostly clear ckies prevailed with
ceiling from 5000 to 6000 feet and visibility was good anytime after 0800 hrs,
Temperatures ranged from 60 to 90 degrees with the high reached by 1500 hve,
?;) Phu My and Phu Cat Districts (FSB Augusta)
as Terrains Dominated by the SBuoi Ca River Valley, which is surrounded by
a low land valley, approximately 1 Km wide, The valley floor was once all rice
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v‘«mmg the valley, were moderately steep hills Tanging from 300
meters to 700 meters in height, These hills were interspered with intermitiant
streams, ‘ “

be Vegetation: Characterimed by open grassy hills to those of heavy
foliages The valley was open, low grass interspersed with bmshe The valley
is characterized mostly by rice paddies and crop land, interspersed with some
trees, : F &

Os Weathers Precipitation comes in frequent heavy showe 9 with the mean

precipitation being 1% inches, Mostly clear skies prevail with ceilings at

1000 to 5000 £t Ground visibility is gememally good up o 5 miles and best in

the aftemoon, Temperatures range from 65 to 95 degrees. Megn temperature is

85 degreess In the highlands of the districts the minfmum precipitation is 6

inches, Maximum in any 24 hour period is 12«15 inches, Cloudines# increases

in Qctobers Clouds are fommed by mid moming, and break-up at night,

(3) Binh Khe District (FSB Hard Times) . L)

as Terrain: Dominated by the Song Con River the valley Yangses from 1 Km
to 4 Kn wide, The terrain in the valley is flat, On the east and west side of
the valley, the terrain becomes mountainous Tanging from 150-500 meters high,

be Vegetation: On the valley floor the undergrowth Sparsej most of the
land is under cultivation, In the surrounding mountains the ve retation becomes
thick with open areas in places, The vegetation continmues to e tops of the

mmmn'g ‘,'- E'*‘

Ce Weather: The weather in the Binh Khe district at Hard Times is influe
enced by the southwest and northeast moonsoons at this time, generally the
precipitation remains low, The majority of the precipitation comeu in after-
noon showers and thunderstomms, October and November are the wettest months
with rain in most areas, :

(4) The Enemy

8« Around FSB UTE the enemy was the C«2 Company of the 407th Sapper
Battalions, The enemy moved in 3 to 4 man teams and avoided contact, He
gathered food from the local Montagnards, The enemy was well equipped, each
man usually having a rucksagk and a rifle, There were also local sympa~
thizers in the valley consisting of Montagnards who carried SKS weapons supplied
by the NVA and occassionally sniped at re-supply helic ters,

be In the Phu My and Phu Cat District areas the 1/12th Inf was operating
againgt the 405th Sapper Battalion (ADA 300th Sapper Battalion) which is compos-
odoi‘ioompanica'anamhgdnaremmdmpportm » The battalion
operates throughout the Binh Dznh Provinge but prineipally in Hoai An, Phu Cat,
Tuy Phu and Phu My districtsi The battalion frequently retreats to sanctuaries
in the Soui Ca Valley, and Mi Ba Mountain, Battalion strength is approximately
250 men, Bach company has approximately 60 men, Their mission is to attack .
logistic installations as well as allied units in the qui Nhon area, Companies
of the battalion often opera ‘independently, with individual companies occasione
ally attached to maneuver unites that requirve sapper supports The few incidents e
encountered were mostly those of small groups 3-4 individuals moving through the
area, Our battalion was ambushied only omce, The battalion has recieved approxi-
mately 15 days of sapper and 15 days of Politiecal training, The battalion
recieves some food from the province committee MR«5 which provides funds to pure
chase the balance of the units food requirements, It is believed that the bate
talion recieves ammunition and supplies in the vicinity of BR 8363. Combat
effectiveness has not Teally been tested, as the battalion has avoided contact,
forale is considered high, ;

©e Quan Binh Distriet, the 1/12th Inf was apposed by the C«~4 5th Battalion
12¥h Regiment NVA, their strength is 350 men, their mission is to colleet rice
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 support the NVA, Several sighting at crid 637653 indicates a suspected re-
supply point. During period 22.28 Sept, leaflets were passed out in Dihn Quan
District by 1 Platoon of Y. Vie 658610, The 12th WVA Reg, with 4th, 5th, 6th
battalions have the mission of collecting rice, taxes erd digrupting VN pacifi-
cation efforts in the Binh Khe district area, Recent readouts indicate low
morale due to food shortases and constant movement, Training courses were P
recently conducted on ambush and sapper tastics for select members of VC forces,
Terrorism directed against hamlets, villages, and VN officials can be expected
t4: increase,
C. Operations: At the beginning of the reporting period, the 1lst Battalion
12th Infantry participated in operations Putman Parason, and was targeted against
the Ce2 407th Sapper Battalion, The assisned area of operations was the Song Ba
River area. The battalion had the mission of interdicting enemy movement along
the river and ifs trivutaries, The Battalion CP was located at PSE Utes Co B
located and destroyed 400 1lbs, of rice in vicinity BR 291562, On 4 August, Co C
initiated contact with 2 enemy, resulting in 2 enemy WIA, One Chinese Communist
pistol, one rucksack, and medical gupplies wewe CIA, On 6 August, a gtay behind
patrol from Company B at coordinates BR 299564, engaged 11 WVA with small aims
and mortar fire, A sweep of the susp-cted e location revealed blood trails,
with negative further results. On 9 Aucust, the 1st Battalion 12th Infantry
returned to Camp Radcliff for a training and refitting standdowm. Training was
conducted from 11-18 Aug. in the Camp Radeliff area, Training consisted of RTO
procedures, patrolling, ambush techniques, small unit leadership and weapons
training. Officer classes were also conducted which were primarily directed
toward leadership and responsibilitys |
On 19 August, the 1st Battalion CP was organized at FSB Augusta, On 22

August, Co D, vicinity of BR 758722 found 1 dead enemy soldier, also one other
grave about one week olds On August 22, at the night location of Co D, (BR
757724), a trip flare was tripped., Small ams vere employeds A check of the
enemy location revealed one AF=-47 rifle CIA« On 23 Aupust the reconaissance
platoon engaged two enemy at coordinates 757728 with small ams, resulting in
one NVA, KIA. At coordinates 757728, at the night location of the Recon platoon
a mechanical ambush was tripped tinz in one NVA, KIA, and one AX=47 CIAs -
At coordinates 760728 on 24 August, the Recon platoon engaged 1 enemy with M=79,
resulting in 1 NVA, KIA and three US soldiers WIA by M79 schrapnel, Co D, at
coordinates 758727 found a bunker complex, two B-40 rvockets, one clip of AK-47
rounds, twé NVA steel helmets and assorted olothinz, On 25 August a mechanical
ambush installed by the Recon platoon, detonated, resulting in the killing of a
leopard, On 28 August, Co B al coordinates 793732 found one NVA rucksack plus
100 pounds of AK-47 ammnition, On 3 September Co C, engaged unknown mmbers of
NVA soldiers, The enemy broke contacty but was pursued by the 1lst platoon of
Go C. At coordinates BR 793698, the 1st platoon engmged bwo NVA soldiers
resulting in one Xit Carson Scout wounded, Go C captured one rucksack, thirty
rounds of AK-47 anmmmition and assorted clothing, On 8 September Co B at coor
dinates BR 809667 found 45 fighting positions approximately six months olde
On 8 September the Recon plateon in the vicinity of BR 843710 had one cf their
mechanical ambushes detonated, Recon platoon saw two enedty flee, and rnployed
emall arms fire, Results 1 NVA KIA, On 11 September, in the §icinity of BR
811644 they found 1,000 pounds of rice, The rice was backhauled, On 21 Septem-
ber, four rounds oi 82mm mortar landed on FSB Augusta, The suspected enemy
mortar location was at BR 784698 and also &t BR 778698+ The rounds were short
of the inhabited friendly locations, There were no casualties, On 22 September
8 rounds of 82mm mortars landed in the kitchen area at ¥SB Augusta, resulting in
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¢S KIA and thirteen US, WIA, On 22 September at coordinates 818647, Co D,
cound one elaymore mine, two B40 rockets one 60mm mortar round, one 82mm mortar
round, six chicom grenades, fifty rounds of AR~47 ammunition and asserted i
documents, On 22 September, Recon platoon had one of their mechanical ambushes
tripped resulting in one NVA, XTA, also onme rucksack and documents CIA, On 23
September Co A at coordinates 819697 received 15 rounds of friendly 82wm mortar
fire, resulting in two US, KTA, #nd four US WIA, Mortars were fired from LZ ~
Washington, On 24 September at coordinates 812658 Co A found a B-40 rockete
booby traps. On 24 September Co D in the vieinity of coordinates 831648 engaged
three individuagls in their assigned area of operations, Individuals were
recognized as ARVN soldiers, No casualties were reported, On 26 September a
member of the Recon platoon in the vieinity of BR 827650 tripved a mechanical
anbush, resulting in four US KIA, and four US WIA, On 26 September Co A, at
BR 803664 found five bunkers, resulting in two M-16 magazines containing ammo,
a shovel, oil, documents and batteries CIA, On 29 September, Co D in the
vieinity of BR 824665, engaged approximately tem NVA soldiers resulting in one
NVA KIA and oneNVA WIA (blood trail), CIA one AK=-47 rifle, On 29 Septembexr, Co
A at Br 804665, engaged one enemy soldier, resulting in one enemy KIA., CIA one
AK=47 Riﬂe. ‘

On 1 Oct the 24 platoon of Co B received ome casualty by friendly fire as
a rvesult of mistaken identity, On 5 October, the 1lst Battalion 12th Infantry
departed base area 226 and returned to Camp Radeliff for a training & refitiing
standdown, The battalion moved by a combination of air and vehicle assets,
closing Camp Radcliff on 6 Q¢tober, Training was oonducted during period 912
October and consisted of weapons training, mechanical ambush training, ambush
and patrolling procedures, RTO procedures and small uni® tactics,

On 13 October, the lst Battalion 12th Infantry moved to the Vinh Thanh
Valley with the mission of upgradin- the security of the populated areas and to
conduct combined operations with the Regional Fordes, and traiming teams from the
1st Battalion, 12th Infantry moved to and deplayed with Popular Foxdes., ®Regloral
Forces were integrated into the U,8, units and the Recon platoon was intesrated
into a Regional Force Company, : _

U.Se Military Police units conducted patrol and law and order operations
with the Wational Police and assisted in the trainings of the Wational Police by
proper application of Police techniques, , ,

' A foot bridge was constructed across the Song Con River for merchants and
travelers convenience, Anothc: bridge, of permanent status, for vehicle trafe
fic, was aleo planned in onder to further open the Vinh Thanh Valley to vehicle
traffic and improve the lines of communication, Also, a school which wos dese
troyed by the enemy was repaired and joint U.S,. and Vietnamese ventures were
started, These ventures included a South Vietnamese Barber Shop for U.S,
soldiers, and a program for the purchasing cf Vietnamese goods by U.S, per
gonnel, The 1st Battalionm, 12th Infantry also trained the Regional Forces on
the 4+2mm mortars and 50 caliber machine gun., A Vietnamese/English program of
language instruction was also instituted at LZ Hard Times,
D¢ Trainincs

~ (1) The lst Battalion, 12th Infantry conducted training whenever it was
possible, at Camp Radeliff and at the Fire Support Bases, GCenerally hovever
the battalion conducted a formal program of instruction while on standdowm and
conducted weapone training, (to include all organic weapons of the battalion)
while at the Fire Support Bases, Classes on RTO procedures, ambushes, patrolle
ing, small unit tactics and mechomical ambush techniques were easily integy, ted
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//r.ﬁmne training program at the Fire Support Bases, \
(2) Schoolss The battalion received and filled quotas to Division
Schools as followss E :

ta & ed Graduated
DPiviesion Combat NCO Leadership School %‘S’ 13 S . o

Division Sniper School 5 5 5
Mine Sweep School % $ 3
b, 0 0

The lst Battalion, 12th Infantry participated in the 4th Infantry
Division training program during period 9-12 October, (during the standdown
period)s The progiam of instruction was excellent, and well desigmed, and
provided adequate training for troops which have been in the field for
exteded periods., However, much difficulty was encountered in procurring
adequate training aids to perform effective, quality instruction, Most
training aide had to be fabricated, and insufficient time was allowed bew
ween arrival at Camp Radeliff and the start of the training for this purpose,
Be ticss

(1) General: Resupply of forward elements was conducted by air assets
and overland comvoy. -Buring period 21 August through 4 Septesber, the trains
location was L% Ha?d Timesy from 5 September through 5 October the trains was
located at LZ Uplift, During period 13 Detober to the end of this reportinz
period, the trains operated from Camp Radcliffy The major problem areas en~
countered during this period was the unreliability of resupply aircraft, due
to their being withdraym from our control for combat assanlt operations,
However, thif gystem has been revised by allocating one aireraft to each
vattalion daily with significant improvement in the areas of reliability,
flexability and planning, his unit operated on a 4 day resupply cycle for
units in the field,

(2) Supply Activities:

a, Class I: During the above period, hot meals were fed, in Base Camp,
Trains and at the Five Support Base daily, During the latter portion of this
reporting period hot meals were also supplied to the ‘foward units in the
field on a rotational basis. The follewing meals by type ration were servedt

Tiotions 41853 41%3 1‘?.%91 " nz?‘%*

C-Rations 14,825 30,602 23,660 69,087
LBRP 1,800 1,950 0 34750

be Class IIs Due to curtailment of OMkA funds during the latter portion
of the reporting period, many items of issue to individuals (ie. canteens,
mcksacks) were in extremely short supplye '

ce Class III, IV, Vs These classes of supply weve readily available at
the supply point, '

de Class VIt During period 1 August through 31 October; the following
Sundry Packs were issueds

SEP ! oCT TOT
% . % T e
(Beer and soda were delivered to units during standdown and soda to unite in

the field on resupply days.)
e, Class VIIt Critical shortages exist in the following itemss

Sk, Tallity, + ton e

Truck, Cargo, 3/4 ton 1lea
Pruck, Carse, 2% ton 2 ea
Trailer, Water, 1% ton (400 gals) 1 ea
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compass, Lensatic 121 ea
Machine Gun, M«60 4 ea ;
Rifle, Vw16 11 ea
PRC 25 ' 11 ea
PRC TT 5 ea

£+ (The absence of these items, hampers tactical resuply & mission type
operations of this battalion,)
Class VIII: Yo major retmpply oroblems were encoufitered in this

gs Class IX¢ Repair parte in general were in short supply throughout
this reporting period, due in large part to curtailment of 0M%A funds,
Additionally, lack of school trained personnel, coupled with a high turnover
rate, hampered this uwnit in this ma..

h. Class X: ¥W/A

i. Tmntportaﬂont

(1) The yehigle support given this unit through D70 From the 4h S
Battalion and the 8th Transnortation Gi-oup has beon outstanding in every
respect,

(2) Maintenance: Overall, the sapport sendeved hids B talion by
Company C, 704th Maintenance Battalion, hag been more than adequate,

(3) Organizations Upon arrival at FSB Augusta, in Bastern Base Area
226, the 82mm mortaws of this battalion were deploved with their units in
order to afford the Company Cormanders sreater ﬂexi.bility of mevement and
responsive firspower,
F. S8trength onthorized and assigned stremrth at the end of the reporting
reriod were a:mfoﬂmt

area,

(1) Adthori .
OFFICERS W0 BoM AGG
"y & N ow
Co A 006 000 158 164
Co B 006 000 158 164
CoC 006 000 158 164
Co D 006 000 158 164
Co B 004 000 096 100
_ TOTAL 043 002 875 920

(2) Assi

& e 4 M @&
Co A 006 000 138 144
Co B 005 000 144 M4y
Co C 1004 000 143 47
Co D 004 000 138 142
Co® = 005 = 000 101 - 104
035 002 81% 850

TOTAL
(3) Replavements and Rotation: The battalion received a total of 23
officers and 422 enlisted’ replacements, During the same periody; our losses
were 14 officers and 371 enlisted nen,
(4) Casualties

LT Sup 00T
m?ﬂrm KTA WIA MTA  XTA VTR ¥IA
O T ¢ " % 9 o & ¢
Go A o 0 0 2 4 0 o 0 0
Co B 1 2 0 2 16 O o 0 0
Co C 0o 0 0 "R St 2 2 0
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o ..o D 0 0 0- - $--0 0O 0. 0
Co B 0 3 0 4 6 0 0 070
Ge¢ Morale and Persommel Servieces
(1) Avardss

% % 88 E"V" 1% % _ﬁg

msz Public Infomstiam During thc period, 26 stomies, 19 rolls of
film 566 home town news releases were tumrmed in to division.

(3) Promotions - Emlisteds Duwing the period the battalion had 123~
34. 74'35 and 3"‘% pmtiﬁnﬂc
He Medicals

(1) On 10 August 1970, all medics, and members of the company field
sanitation teams meceived instruction on field sanitation by the Battalicn
Surgeon. In addition, all medics received training in the treatment of com-
mon diseaes that arise in the field,

(2) All companies received training on malaria, VD, and Druz Abuse by
memberg of the Division Surgeon's 0ffice dur: 2 8-11 Octuber 1970,

(3) ‘Two medics were working with the battalion 85 Team in the vil-
lages of An Dien Bac and in Binh, During the visite, 600 plague immunizations
were accomplished and approximately 30 to 40 people were treated per day. The
use of MEDCAP'S can be best utilized through instruction of sanitation which
could greatly decrease the disease rate of the Vietnamese populace,

I. Civil AOﬁOIIS

addition to the accomplishments cited in #3 above, the Battalion
S=5 Meam aJ.c titued several new programs, A basic soap and water program
taught the Vietnamese pcople the fundamentals of sanitation, 8-35 -persomnel also
instructed them in basic first aid. This instruetion was soc successful that
the villagers are now able to treat themselves, Furthemmoig, t e team conduce
ted DENICAPE on a weekly basis in the A0, This operation was«initiated in mide
July and is presently continuing with very successful rvesulis.. Both An Dien
Bac and An Binh villaszes participated in joint construction progroms, These
include bridge repair, building a new playground, and construciing new admine
igstration building,
Je¢ Lessons Learneds

: 213 fU; Persomnel ~ Nome |
2 Operation :
w This unit received several injuries from gnemy mortar fire be-
cause personnel ran for bunders instead of lying down when the rounds came in,
¢ All pemmanent Fire Support Bases should have sufficient overhead
on for all persomnel. Duties require most persommel %o be outside
r bunkers during working hours, Therefore, persommsl must lmow what to do
they are caught in the open in a mortar attacks
That all newly assigned personnel be instructed and drilled
correct action to take during mortar attacks, TSB SOPts should include
warning sismals end practice alerts should be held frequently.

%ﬂm: The monthly malaria rate in this unit has been reduced from

ty plug, to five or six cases. One month ‘here were no cases veported,
%uatiom Previously, all required pills and mosqui’o nete were made availe
able ttle emphasis was placed on insuring their use. With increased
interest in this area and frequent inspections of maleria rosters and sleeping
quat:tdere for the use of mosquito nets, a great reduction in melaria cases was
no .

Recommendation:s That all units have a strong policy and inspection procedure

sgzgg
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«or unit malaria rosters, Comparisons can be made between units that maintain
rosters and those who do not, The ones who don't will have the Zreater mumber
of malaria cases, :
%!To%b_gg_m This unit employed stay behind ambushes which did not obtain

es results because members of the ambush were not peychologically pree
pared for the lucrative target that appeareds
%‘g tiont Stay behind ambushes can be effectively emploved on evacuated

B's, patrol bases and similiar positions when frieéndly vAits vithdvaw. The
chances are extremely good that enemy personmel will move into and evacuated
friendly position within hours, This is especially tre if C-Ration boxes
and other Mvittn%‘nga%ﬁal ie left in the aves, -
BRecommendakions s must pe specifically trained in the employment of
stay behind ambushes on evacuated friendly positions in Vietnam. Treining
mst ingiude selection of weapons, cover and concealment, alertness and
eagemess to make an easy kill,

Obsexvation: Many civil action projects when completed by American personnel
are not held in hish regard by the Vietnamese,

‘ g% duationt Vietnamese people must engage in the actual constmuction of a
pro it is expected to achieve the desired results. If a project; which
is constructed solely by American persomel, faile fo¥ some veason, it is
regarded as a monument to American ineptmess, B

E‘ commendations, fnetmmu persomnel should on all p@bjects provide the mane
power for thé actusl construction work, while Americam versomnel act in
p’rii;urny an advisoxry capacity, & 6

Observation: When a definite promise is made to a Vietnamese, he expects it
%o be carried out regardless of amy interim problems,
Evaluation: Promises made definite in mature, should be fulfilled if at all
poas Ce
%o_&mo;x:_da‘kiom' Insure that in dealing with the Vietnamese people everything
placed on an ihdefinite rather than a definite nature (i.e. "If11l tay®
rather than “I Will")g - 3
%m@: ‘Projects which are initiated without either the knowledge or
approval of the village/hamlet chief could stzain American ~ Vietnamese
relations and lead to the failure of the project or program, :
out ' The village/hamlet chief is a very respected personige in his
respective village/hamlets According to custom and Gommon semse he should be
notified of any new projects which ave to conducted in his village, in order
that he may either give his approval, disapprovals or make suggestionss
Recommendaioni Before initiating any Civil Affaims action, which is new,
coordination should be made with the local mlet chief ag well as the
district officials. | oo

Praining: None : ;
Intellicence: None s
Logistics: None

Organization: Nomne

Taoctical Cover and Deception: None

-3 W P \ N
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LIC Arthuy Harris

MiJ Themss Nicholson
MAJ Charles Weodbeek
1LT Douglas Haneeek
1LT Lawrence Semmers I1I
1LT Deve Fisher

1LY Charles Glements
MAJ Themas Nicholsen
CPT Blym Scott

CPT Rebert Pieree
1LT Redney Williams
CPT Den Smith

ALY Richard Ciceelolls

GPT Jebn Pliehta

CPT Sanfred Cethren

CPT Wade Nettles
CPT Ernest Jenes

‘1LT Righard m",""‘
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