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OPCRD 2-70

Reference: Map, RVN, Series L7014, 1:50,000

Task Orgenization: No Change

1. (C) SITUATION:

Be
be

Ce

Enemy forces: Annex A - Intelligence

Friendly forces:

(1) 2d Bde conducts offensive operations with two infantry
battalions in Southern Ease Area 226, to destroy elements
of 18th NVA Regt.

(2) 1/22 initiates search and destroy opns in AO RABBIT.

Attachments and Detachments: None.

2, (C) MISSION:

To establish Fire Base SHERIDA, and conduct a search and destroy
operation in assigned area of operations,

3, (C) EXECUTION:

de

be
Ce
d.
€
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e
h,

Concept of operation: Annex B, Operation Overlay, Battalion
conducts (4) air assaults with C Co into Fire Base SHERIDA, BR691559,
initially; B Co into an IZ vic 716553; 4 Co into an LZ vic 703566;

D Co into LZ vic 735572. A 10 minute prep will be fired on each 12
prior to insertion, Priority of fires initially to C Co, Annex C,
Fire Support,

Co A air assaults into LZ vic 703566 and begins search and destroy
operation,

Co B air assaults into L2 vic 716553 and begins search and destroy
operation,

Co C air assaults into FSB SHERIDA vic 691559, and establishes Fire
Base security.

Co D air asssults into LZ vie 735572 and begins search and destroy
operation,

Recon Plat air 1ifts into FSB SHERIDA 681559 and begins RIF operation
in assigned sector,

By Mortar Plat - GS,

B/4/42 (DS) airlifted from RADCLIFF initially to FSB SHERIDA., When
established in AO priority of fires on order.
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ji - Coordinating Instructions:

(1) ACL for UB=1 aircraft (6) PAX.

(2) ACL for Chinook CH-47 (32) PAX.

(3) Air resources available: (10) slicks, (3) hooks, (2) gunships.

(1) Anticipsted duration of operation (10) days.

(5) All elements will carry as a minimm 3 days rations Class I &
Class V.

(6) Each individual will carry 20 sandbags.

(7) Each company will carry a sufficient number of axes and D-handle
shoveles or entrenching tools for every other man,

(8) Engineers available:

(9) C Co, as the Fire Base Company only, will displace 81mm mortars
and personnel forward of CAMP RADCLIFF. Each men will carry (1)
round of §1mm ammunition. .«

(10) Pathfinder Control (34¢50f'= Pathfinder Team controls all Chinock
sorties from XYZ pad to FSB SHERIDA,
(11) Priority of wor k, Fire Base Company:
a. Preparation of area, receipt of hook sorties.
b. Defensive positions; sandbagging of CONEX- continuous.,
¢, Defensive wire and devices,
d, Cleanup~- continuous.
(12) First CA to start 210800 Jan 70.

J %. (C) ADMINISTRATION LOGISTICS:
a. Resupply by helicopter from HARDTIMES.
b. Mini-trains motor convoy daily to HARDTIMES from Bn TRAINS (cap
RADCLIFF).,
c. Medevac: Normal dustoff SOP, freq 46.90.

$'6. (C) COMIAND AND SIGNAL:
a. Signal: Current SOI in effect, Index 50B-2.
b, Battalion Command A will be command and control frequency.
c. Bn CP displaces to FSB SHERIDA after Fire Base Company inserted.

Acknowledge:

COTTINGHAM
LTG

Annexes: A - Intelligence
B = Operation Overlay
C = Fire Support
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Reference: lMap sheet RVN, 6737 TIEN THUAN, 1:50,000.

1., Weathers: Siests
ti ituation:? -
i (EﬁSFrncngn 20 Jan, to 1 Feb, the weather in the target area will be transitionsl

Monsoon with scatiered clouds, early morning fog and isolated rain shcwere_;. .
(2) Percipitetion: The average rainfall expected for month of Jen, is 4" inch
with expected 5 days of precipitation, ; _ | ;
(3) Cloudiness and Ceilling: Cloud comditions will be broken to overcast with
bases at 1500 to 2000 feet., During surges ceiling will be lowered to 1000 feet,
(4) Temperature: For Jen, will run from high of 76 degrees to low of 63 degre
(5) Winds: Winds are normally from North, with velocity ranging up to 8K's,
(6) Effect on our courses of actions: During perieds: of limited visibility,
thunderstorms and extreme fog, air operations will be handicapped, Cross-country
movement wil 1 be somewhat restricted during rainshowers.,

B, Terrain:

(1) Existing Situstion:Base Area 226 is primarily a mounteinous region with
elevations ranging from 200 meters to a maximum of 1000 meters at BR693614. Howeve
the southeast corner of the ares is a coastal lowland with an average elevation of
50 meters, The Song Con River Valley running north and south in the western portior
of the area, is approximately 3 KM wide with an average of 20 meters, The vegetatic
in the mountzinous areas consists primarily of multi-canopied, dense undergrowth fc
and brushwoods, Vegetation in the lowland areass is primarily dug crops with some
‘s;:ﬁtered cultivation rice paddies, Rice paddies are predominate in the Song Con Ri

€Y e

(2) Effect on enemy courses of action: In the mountainous aTea cross-country
movement conditions will be poor, observation limited to approximately 15 meters an
avenues of movement restricted., Concealment from airial observation is excellent an
cover is abundant, The area favors enemy defensive operations but limits use of
morters, In the lowland regicn, observation and fields of fire are excellent, cover
and concealment poor and cross-country movement fair, In the Song Con River Valley,
fields of fire and observation are good, crossecountry movement is fair, The lowlan
and the river valley's are more favorable to enemy movement than our own because of
their femilisrity with the terrain, Night attacks are more likely in these areas th
are daylight attacks., Mortars can be easily concealed in the foothills and displaee
ab night for use against elements and installations in the lowland aress. .

(3) Effect on our courses of action: The dense vegetation in the mountainous
;egi?.:i will be for LZ's both in size and mmber, Avenues of egress from the 1Z's wi
ez ‘tegil LZ's that are available are surrounded by dense forest which affords

gtg ent ambush sites, F:f'iendly units are more exposed to night offensive
op ns and attacks by fire in the lowlands and valleys than they are in the mons
rugged terrain, Groundeair fire can be expected in any area where clearings exist

2s Enemy Situvation:

&, Composition: The 18th NVA Regt g 4

‘ « i composed of three infantry batt
:me”igz- and support companies. The Regt, A0 is Binh Dinh (P), with Base M
north ofagi:h:ay 19 gTh 7:;25%;)1 y area., The 8th Bn, operates west of the'l
e - i -
op erates south of 'Eh& e operates in the Binh Khe area, while the 9

B, & |
« Strengh: the Regt, strengh is approx. 1300, This is broken down as £t




ex A: Intelligence Estimate

- th Bn. 275, 9th En. 300, HQs Eﬁt-b b ’qu’i A
gth g?.l“lizgi’.orsuhl‘he 18th’Regt. is responsibl ‘!‘bﬁmﬁi&lﬁw‘h highway 19 and
anti-pacification. The 8th Bn, and 9th BEn. interdict the highway while the 7th Bn, 1
onsible for the disruption of the pacification effort in Binh Khe area,
reapD Tactics: Formely the Regh. has carried out regimental sized attacks, but due
to ta;tical and logistical problems this is no longer true, The Regt, has had to res
to using small size units in their operations,

E, Training: The Regt. is trained in coordinate and guerilla type tactics, It is
believed that the Regt. is using BA226 for trasining manuevers, and political indoet:
nation sessionse

F, Logisticss The Regt. receives most of Lts logistical support from the 3rd NV
Div. The 246th Transportation Bn. with a strength of approx. 350 men, carries suppli
for the 18th Regte

G, Combat Effectivness: The Regt.s combat effectiveness is limited due to heavy
losses incurred since its arrival in South Vietnam, and poor leadership,

H, Morale: Casualties, sikness and lack of supplies has caused low morsle in all
elemente of the Regt,

3. Bnemy Capabilities:
A, Enumeration:

(1) The enemy has the capability to attack population centers, US, GVN, ROEA
instellations and units and can restrict movement on highway QL 1 and QL 19 by
employing ambushes and mines or condu cting standoBf attacks and raids against
friendly convoys and instellations in and along those routes, The enemy is capable ¢
conducting sspper and terrorist activities against friendly units along the seacoas

1-,1(-,233 The enemy can employ chemical agents, using various delivery systems, durs
any attack,

(3) The enemy can continue disruption of the GVN nation-building effort by
assassinations, kidnapping and other terrorist acts,

(4) The enemy can withdraw forces to base areas and sanctuariesf for replaceme
resupply and retraining,

(5) The enemy is capable of entering outlying villages withomtt opposition or a
& result of minor contact to conduct propaganda lectures, recruit personnel, impress
civilians as laborers, porters and to obtain provisions and information,

(6) The enemy can establish limited political entities,i.e. peoples's Revelu-
tionary Committees in contested and VG controlled areas,

B, Analysis and Dis.scuss:i.om NVA units: continue to remain out of contact and are n
expected to engage friendly forces within the next week unless forced to do so, Info

to prepare for coordinated offensive actions agai

Offensi : ‘
probably be met with limiteq delaying ensive action by allied forces into BA226 will

actions by enemy forces, Ground to air fire as
as mortar fire can be expected against allied f i X

orces, En recon element e ect
to stay in close proximity to friendly unit location; ? u actics wh

the: opportunity presents its elf, and employ sniper tactics whene
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Annex C

(Fire Support, to OPORD 2-70) RN LAL

(Reference: Map, RVN, Series L7014, 1:50,000)

SITUATION:
Enemy Force: See basic OFPORD,
Friendly Forces: See basic OPORD,

MISSION: See basic OPORD,

EXECUTIVE:

Concept of Operations: See basic OPORD,
Air Support: No Change.

Artillery Support

(1)
(2)

4/42 FA(=) will provide one biry (B/4/42) for DS to
1/12 Infantry,

C/5/16 FA (155mm): GSR 4/42 FA, Priority of fires %o
troops in contact,

Coordinating Instructions:

(1)

(2)

(3)
(4)
(5)
(6)

4/42 FA Bn Opns will authorize all expenditures of C/5/16
and will establish a priority of fire as required by the
tactical situation.

C/6/29 FA (1102) located at LZ HARDTIMES (vic BR616607) and
C/7/15 FA (175mm) located at CAMP RADCLIFF (vic BR465467) are
available for fire support as required by the tactical situ-
ation, Requirement for fires will include nature of target,
location, and desited expenditures,

Political clearance will be obtained from 2d Bde FSCC through
Arty INO 1/12 Inf.

Counter mortar/counter rocket program will be planned by the
Arty LNO for CP/Firebase 1/12 Infantry,

Air advisories will be posted to 2d Bde FSCC by Arty LNO 1/12
Infantry.

NFP allocation® requests will be submitted to 4L/42 FA Opns by
Arty INO 1/12 Infantry,

4o Administration and Logisties:
See basic OFORD,

ae
b,

ASR:
(1)
(2)

105mm HE: Restriction will be monitored by 4/42 FA Opns,
105mm ILL: Restrietion to be monitored by 4/42 FA Opns.

5+ Command and Signal:
a.
b,

Signal: Se basic OPCRD,

Command: See basic OFORD,




1.
2e
3e
Lo
5
6.
7
8.
Fe
10,
1.
12,
13.
14.
15.

Hook Friority
5~3 Conex
CP Pax
Commo Conex
4e2 (Pax)

L.2 (guns & equip)

4e?2 Class V-
400 rounds mixed
Class IV
- to inel 2 pallets C=Rations
Class IV
Class IV

Class V (mixed load) small arms + demo, etc.
S~2 Conex

Bn CO Conex

Water Trailer

300 rounds mixed Class V 81mm

. {JAID) Mgy
Appendix A, OPORD 2~70 CG”“. LEE
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APFENDIX B, OPORD 2-70 Cu U 1Pl kAL

SP TIME PZ TIME ELEMENT FROM TO SORT IS PAX NOTES
0630 0800 C Co + 15 Pax Trains Golf Coursge 23 117 I
CP Grp nel 3 int 8114

0730 TBA CP Grp (see Traing X7 Pad 1 36

attached for nameg)
0830 TBA Recon Platoon Trains Golf Courge 6 34
N/A /A Hook Sorties as XYZ SHERIDA b

deseribed in 15

Appendix A

/A N/A Artillery Btry 442 SHERIDA 21

ff f‘é‘- f—?fsi - b

1845 1345 B Co - by CA Golf Crs LZ BR716553 ﬁ// 106
1300 A Co - by CA Golf Crs LZ BR703566 17 100

1345 D Co - by CA Golf Crg LZ BR735572 18 106




MISC PAX

CONEIDERTIAL

WENL LIV L LML
GP
LTC Cottingham LOH
FAJ Axelson Golf Course
CPT Cook XYZ Pad
CPT Mellott XYZ Pag
1LT Kline CA
SGT Kirk (MAJ A. RTQ) Golf Course
SP4 Norris (CPT M. RTO) XYZ Pag
SB4 Sarrette (LT K. RTO) CA
SF4 Farnum (LT K. RTO) CA
(6) PaXs Arty Adv Party CA  R/L Btry
Commo
SGT Kuhl CA
SP4 MeVey CA
SF4 Comacho CA
Fadmen
SF, Edwards CA
PFC Dishaw CA
Fathfinder CA
HOCK SORTIE
TOC:CSM Salsgiver Arty LN:SGT Cruise Comm@:SGT Burwell Barber: SP5 Craemer
MSG Allen SP5 Shetron SP4 Rhodes
SFC Stanley SP4 Rhodes SP4 Popick Cooks: SP4 Burney
SP4 Deller PFC Hodges SP Gaunt . SP4 Hester
SP4 Plante Medies:SP6 MeAdams BPC Lopez
SF4 Brandt (4 Co) SP5 Campbell PFC Gilliam
E Co(-): 1LT Jones
Radar:SGT Smith (g Co) Fad men:SGT Sche11 (g Co) 13G Brown
SP4 Maleam (E Co) SP4 Russell SGT Morgan
SF, Rose (E Co) FFC MeCoor (E Co)
SP, Spitler (D Co) FFC Krueger (G Co) Pathfinder,

SGT Ackellung (B Co)

Interpreters: E7 Dan
Eé Vong
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