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HEADCUARTERS 13T BATTALION 127TH INFANTRY
24 Brigsede 4th Infantry Division
APO Zan Francisoco 26262

AV DB-121 10 February 1969

SUBJECT:  After Actions Report-Uperation MACARTHUR

THRU: Commanding Officer
24 Brigade 4th Infantry Division
ATTN: 8«3
APG San Francisco 96262

T0: OCommanding General
4th Infantry Division
ATTH: G=3 AVDDH=GO-MH
APO San Francisco 96262

1. This After Actlon Reporit covering the participation of ihu et Battalion,
12th Infantry (Red Warriors) will be submitted utilizing time frames, with
all significant items uneluded in sach time frame,

Ae Pre-Til Period

Beginning 2 December 1967, th- 1/12 Infantry under the 0CON of 1st
Bde, 4th Inf Div was established on a PP vieinity Hill 875 west of Dak To,
with the rifle compsniss comducting search and d.stroy opersiicns to the
wect of Hill 875. During this period, the battali-n had with it A Biry,
Lih2 Artillery, who provided continuous and rapid fire sup ort, Prior to
novement into the Dok To area, it wus learned from higher headquarters that
elements of the 174th NVA regiment were operating in the area, with
additional forces (units unknown by the headquarters) available in tho
Gambodian sanctuary to the West. One POW eaptured during operations
around Hill 875 subs antiated the presence of the 174th EVA regiment, 3Shell
reps, sensings and visual sightings from enemy rocket and mortar stticks
during the opsration were greatly beneficial in locating portians of the
enemy elemenis. Actual contact with the enemy gfter 2 Dee, in spite of
extensive patrolling, was negative.

On 10 December 1967, the Lattalion moved to Dak To by air, On
11 Dezember, the battallon moved by road to establish a FSH at ZA107684.,
near Plei Mrang, at this time returning to the control of th: 24 Ble, 4th
Inf Div,
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The mission of the butialion was to provent movement of forzes throuzh

the ares to attask Xontum or Pleiku, or io interdict nghway 14 In
addition the iyi:.%,'tvalirsn'vﬁg Lo he prepared to seoure ome Flaw operations
zlong Highway 14 and prevent use of the arsa as a bacse canp for HV@/Y@
operations. Intelligence from Sector Headquarters in Kontum indic:ted that
the {th battelion, 959 regiment and the 200th ¥VA artillery regiment wers
operating in the area, The primary sourse of inormation during the
operation was from the CSF Camp ot Plei Mrang, 4dditional informetion as
gained during the operation from lonal villasers, The tery=in in the area,
although being open primarily, gfforded cover and concealment is heavily
wooded areas qlong stireams gnd gorgez, lone of the streans in the area_
could pe ccnsiderad obstacle:s to foot novement, csince they werse low, éue_
to lack of rain, Observaiion was good exeept in the wooded aregs, where
heavy undergrowth made obssrvation difrisult,

The buttalion was to move into the fle lirong area to condusi gsarch
aénd destroy operztions in areas of likely enemy concentrations and conduc
cordon and search opsrations of local wvi ages in an attempt to gain
added information in the area, The 9 Artillery Battery was to remain at
the F5% and provide indireet fire support,

Y
On 11 December, as previously stated, the battalion, with B fitry Q(Q_’ {/;(
ATty, moved to 2A107684, vieinity Plei Mrong to establish a FB, Searc

and destroy operations, in conjunetion with CSF foreces from Plei Mrong.

In addition, several villages werse cordoncd and segarched, As a result of
uestloning the villagers, the movement of the eneny, to include the 32¢

NVA Hegiment became ggtablished, Acting on the information, the battalion

moved west to vieinity ZA030545 on 17 Jamuary 1968, and then on 20 J anuary

moved further wsast to YAS5¢541 in order to interdiet the major infiltration
route in the area,

Th= operation in the vieinity of Plei Mrong wis conceived ofs =
Vecember 19€7 and w:s implemented on 17 Pocember 1967,

ibere were only two brief contqets throughout the perlod of this opevation,
both of them of lesa thin three minute duraution. In both irstancos , the
eneny was 50-75 meters from friendly eleuents,

Juring the period of the Flei Mrong operations aireraft broadessts
were employed to undermine the morale of the enenyy, =nd to encoursge him
te surrender under the Chiev Hoi Program. In addition, ourfew bro:deasis
were made to warn innocent civilians about the rule: of engagenent during
the hours of darkness, In conjunstion with the cordon and search oper:tions,
the unit medical personnel condustd MED TAP activities and distributed
clothing,

wring the Plei Mrong operation, thers were three W& KIA, with no
friendly cosualties, A total of 40,000 lbs of rice wqg found in numerocus
cachog throughout th: area,

Puying the period 2 to 10 December 1967, resupply was ef Gezted by air
from Dak To, where the hattalion trains were locats » luring the flei
‘rong operation, the trains returned to Base Camp and all resupply was
transported by convoy,

OP 4 DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS
CONEIDENTIAL 2 DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS



CONFIDENTIAL

Vthen ongzged against a well dus-in enemy force, the M72 LAY wa: found
1o be very veneficial, primerily due to itg {ight welght gnd the ability to
distribute it throughout the rifle company,

In the Poel Mrong area, the nunerous rice caches were fou-d by searching
along the base of hills in the vicinity of villages, #pon dissovering = rice
cuche, it might well be productive to by-pass the area, leaving a stuy behind
foree under sover to observe th: -ra2a, Parsons coming into ths area sould
then ve detained for interragestion, or ambushed,

Cperations in the plel Mrong arce painted up the zvailability of immedi te
interest, low level intelligence available through local sources thit is not
normally dvsilable through higher headcunrters, Thiz informetion ws:c made
availatle by the CSF Jormmander after rapport was sstablished,

3« Tet Offenzive and fast-Tet
30 Jan thru 26 Feb 68

During this perlod, ths 1st &n, 12th Inf was sngaved sxclusively
againet RVA forzes in the Mak To and Kontum aress,

Task orgznisation:
1st bBn, 12th Inf
B 8try, 4/42 Arty
1st Plat, B Go, 4th #n¢

Juring the peried &-10 F b, A Company wae OPCON to 1/22 Inf, and during
the period 810 Feb, O Company was OPCON to 1/12 Inf,

Intelligenco: Reports, captrued documeats and POW's taken by maneuver elements,
reports from higher headquarter: sources indieated that large scale infiltrstion
wng taking place throughout the Dak To-Fontum area and that an attenmpt wis

being made to mass a large unit capable of condusting an stiack agrinst the
military installation at Dek To and/or the clty of Konmtum,

The terrain in the ak To aresa wgs mountsinous with heavy vogetation,
with the exception of scattered, =mall fields cut by Honbtognards, Jover
and concesalment wag excelleni in the majority of the arca of operations, while
cbgarvation wac restricted to 25-50 meters, axcept in the flelds, In the
Kontum area the terrain was relatively flat aund open, with ssattered amall
forests, :

The weath-r was generally clear throughout the period, with some early
moraning ground fog,

The locel Civilians were premarily pro=US/AHVN, but many, when threatened,
were syupathetic and helpful to the NVA Forces,

Misslon: Conduc. search and destroy opersiions in the Mk To area, o provent
or minimize infiltr-tion of enwmy forees into the Dak To area, and to esztablish
contact with enemy forces in the arca,
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Execution: 4 91 Lk
“n 1 Fos, the battalion FSB weg located at FE 24 IB9111Q with 5 Btry
4/42 Arty and D Company as gscurity, ¢ Cempany was losated at Ik %o ’

pravidi:s\g per;imeter' security, A 2nd B Companies ware conduc‘ting:; search
and destroy cperations to the seuth of the FSE,

On 2 Feh, Dak To received a 122m: rocket attack, in which C Company
suffered 4 KIA and 7 Wip, “The following day, C Company was air lifted to
the fLn,

n 6 Fep, A Co-pany vigs airlifted to Xontum to support the 1s% lattalion,
224 Infantry, which was eparating in thet area, On 8 Feb, 4 Conpany made
contgel with gn sstimated VA Compeny north of Kontum City., They were
repulesd in two attempts to overrun the dug-in enumy positions, They withe
drew for the night, hs ving sufferad 3 KIi and 21 WI4,

Alsc, on 8 Fob, € Company sas airlificd ‘o Fontum and jeined & Conpany
in thelr night lotation., After a short pauss to organize, C Company sonducted
a night <assault on the ebjactive, The objective wag taken at 2230 after a
heavy air and @rtillery preparation., ¢ Jompany mel no resistence when they
moved onto the objective. The battalisn CP at £5 AU received an exfensive
BAU rocket and moriar aitack thot resulted in cne “IA and 7 WIA.,

‘n 10 Feb, C Company mads contact with an setimated NVA Compsny st 1745
hours., The company tried twizse io maneuver against the positions but was
forced to withdraw ‘67' inferse small armg, machine gun, rifle grenade, and
BYO rocket fire. Thoy eshsbliched a night defensive position, while an
extenslve H and I nrogram was fired on the cnedy positlon. At first 1ight
on 11 Fab an air sfrike and artillery preparation were put on the srem, and
the company sgain cssaulted, 7Thay were again repulced, with a total of 2 £Ia
and 20 WIA for the twe dsy overatlon, On the afternocon of 11 Ffeb, 4 and ¢
sompanles vere airlifted back to imk To. Also, on 11 Feb, the bkattalion FSB
displaced by air to Fu 6 (YB934188).

tn 12 Feb, B Company made sontaet with 2 Jelay force, northsast of Pak To.
The cnemy position consisted of mutually supperting machinegun bunk=rs, whiczh
had to be taken one at a $ise, This action resulted in 1 US KIA and 21 wila,
Afier oxtensive use of air snd artillery, a sweep of the contuct arewx produced
G NVA bodies,

On 21 Feb, A Company msde sontast with an enany force of unknown size
which resulted in 2 05 Wia and 5 NVi KA.

Un 22 Feb, a four man patrol from D Company made contact with & WV, amd
killed two of them,

Un 26 Fub, the battalion #S6 displaced by eir to F3 30 (YB971207).

The periecd 26-29 Feh produced no further enemy contazt op significant
activities,

Results:
NVA: KI4-16, 11A-C
Those VA who were KIA in the Kontum phas . we e not tabulated or
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credit to 1/12 Inf,
Us: (IA=12, W1a=78

wiemy squipment and maerdal eaptured:
30 ecal machinesun (on whe-ls§ -1,
AKAT-3, 75mm KR rounds 24, 82mm
mortar rounds-93, fuze kits-5, hisam grenade:~5

Alrstrlke: were freguently used, and all strike: were followad (0¥ 2 swesp
of the area, with ths excestion of the alr strike employed in suprort of o
sompany on the morni g of 1 February., Howsver this area was subsequently

swept by 5 Jompany, 1st cattalion, 2°d Infantry,

Adminizirative Maiters:

The b-tialion itrains were sel up at the mk To air:trip and rasupply
was very timely and soupl-te, hampered only slightly by nsrracsing enemy
fire,

sommanars Analysiss

uring op:raiions in th areas where large enemy forces wers deplayed,
the use of small (four man) patrols proved successful in loeating and
disrupting inemy infiltration. 3mall recon units of four or five men are
foresd to move under maximum gsesurity measures, The reaction of the patro]
in an enemy area i6 guch fthat hts enemy is detested and reacted sgainst
{primarily 57 indircct Cire) without the snemys knowledge of the patrol-
locution.

C. Operations in the Ban Me Thuot area 1 Mar &8 thru 21 Apr &8

Task Force organization:
1 to 4 March 1968

1st Bn 12th Inf(-)

C Btry 7/17 Arty (sP)

B Btry 5/16 Arty (SP)

C Btry 3/6 arty (sp)

B Co (=) 1/69 arm

8 Trp (=) 1/10 Cav

21st Co (MSF)

3d Plat E Co 20th Inf (LRP IFVY)
~30 Zng Det

124 34g Det

704 Maint Det

4th Sgd 4th Plat 4ih “P Co

)

4 te 22 March 1968

is. Bn 12th Iaf
o Btry 7/17 arty (5P)
B Btry 5/16 arty (8p)

-
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C Biry 3/6 Arty (3P)
8 Co (=) 1/¢9 arm
o (°F) - roturned to parsnt unit 4 Mar 68,
3d Plat E Co 20th Inf (Lav IFsV)
63C Eng Det
124 “ig Det
704 H¥:int Det

4th 5zd 4Ath lat Ath MP Jo

During the

©

period 22 Mar to 3 Apr, the task organizstion was:

18t Bn 12th Inf

D M) 1/22 Inf

stry 7/17 arty (SP)

B “try 5/16 Arty (SP)

) Btry 3/6 Arty (SP)

% Co (=) 1/69 Armor-returned to parent unit § Aor 68
3d Plat E Co 20th Inf (LRP IFIV)

$30 Eng Det

704 Maint Det

4th 5gd 4th Flat 4th MP Co

£3

Juring the period 4 to 21 April, the task or asnization was:

18t Bn 12th Inf

3 Btry 7/17 Arty (oP)

B Btry 5/16 Arty (sP)

> Btey 3/6 Arty (8P)

d Flat B Trp 1/1C dav

3d Plat 5 Co 20th Inf (LiP IFFV)
630 f.‘ang Dat

124 3ig Dot

704 Maint Det

4Lth Tgd Ath Plat 4th MP Co

supporting forees: All three arty batteries were continuously used 'n direct
supgort of the rifle companles, either from ths FSB or an a hip shoot, The
Arm o (~) wzs uged continuously, and very effeetively to 4asist in security
of the F58 by night, and to esgort resupply gonvoys to and from Ban e Thuot
Fngt trains loeation) during the day, On numerovs ocsmsions » they were
utilized to help secure 3ne or more of the SP artillery batteries while thay
conducted a bip shoot., The LRP Flat wis used as 2 longe range survfillangﬁ
net for the battalion. There were always a minimum of two LRP teams in the
outer reaches of the A0, The ¢30th Eng Det provided bridg ging cgpabilities
during the€ initial move to the fire support base, and on two hip shoot
maneuvers. The 124th Simmal Detachment providad secure voice and teletype
communication with Division Headqumrters. The 704th Muintenance Detdchment,
in operation at the trains area, provided 2d and 3d eshelon maintenance
capabilities, especially required by the armer and artillery elements, Their
presence was greatly Lemeficial, in thal the nearsst maintemance facility was
at Samp Gnarl, some 100 mile: sway, The M0 squad wag utilized to escort amd
guard detaznaas, as well as to control the flow of traffic and indiqenous
personnel around the trains areas,
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Intelligence:

Prior to the deployment of TF 1/12, the area north of Ban Me Thuot was
known to be both 2 staging arsa and infiltration rout for HYA and VO
gattalion-size unite operating in Dirlae ‘rovince, The 32d and 33d uva
regiments were known to hove two (7) batialioms gqch operating norih of
Ban Me Thuot, The 32d was staging in Base ires 238 {17930375) and the 334,
who had taken part in the Tet Cffensive, was operating north of dan Me Thuot.
Their operaticns and movsments were being sugported by local Vi elements
operating in ths A0,

Estimated enemy strengths were: 401 Loeal Feres Butialione300 men, 301
Local Forse Battalion - 4% men, 324 NVA Rogiment«750 men, 33i NVA Roegiument
200 men, :

The terrain in the AC w:s flat and moder:stely opén with heavy vegetation
along streams and low 4reds, These heavily vsgetated arsas offered good
eover ang concealment for moving foraes,

The majority of the strean beds and the closely cultivated treas of the
zlantation areqs were @bstacles to the Sp artillery, put offered no
resietence to fast movement, Observation wac generally good, exsept in aress
of heavy growth, vhere it was restricted down to 25 meters,

The veather during this ohase of operations was hot and hunid, with no
precipitation,

Local Civilisns were both Vietnamese and Yontognard, and were basically

pro Us/:iww, However, they were so@perative with BVA/VC through necessity.

. mewol Planwt ~

Yission: Conduct search and destroy operations northwest of the Maiol Plante
ation in coardination and conjuiction with the 45th ARVN,

Goncept of Opsration: Motor march from xk To to 3ase Camp on 2 Marsh 1968
to form tusk force. Comtinue motor march on 2 March 1968 to estiblish ¥SB
northwest of the Mewol Plawtstion vieinity 499329, &stablish a trains area
at Ban Me Thuot Sast, Conduct searsh and destroy operations in assipgned AG
commencing 4 Harsh 1968,

icecution: On 29 February 1968, 1st Bn 1°th Inf received a warning order to
move from Dak To to Base Canp to form q tusk forse designed to sonduct search
and degiroy operations in the area northwest of Ban Me Thuot,

Un 1 March, the battalion, minus A and 2 companies, assembled a2t the Dak
‘o airstrip, A and B companies remained under operational control of the 1st
Bde until completion of a somb:t mission which w:s still in prograss,

On 2 March, the battalion ainus, with B Btry, 4/42 irty, moved by convoy
to Base Camp., Upon closure of Bise Jamp, B 4/42 was releassd to its parent
unit, On the night of 2 March, the task foree was nssembled and plans
finalizged,
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n 3 March, Th3 TR K I0YCE MOV U WY CULVYY L UUal wlel)l QUi d AUl @ saww
FoB location at AGD38291 and the tealins continued south, closing Ban e
Thuet easti, R qz28 a9

Beginning st 0251 and cesszing at G410 on 4 Merch, the battalion rains
were the rgcigden§s of @ nortor attack, suflering one KIA and eight WA,
Also, on 4 Warch, A and B comsaniss moved from ek To to Pan Ye Thuot east
by €130, end convoyed to the FSB lecation, closing at 173C.

;muﬂxg the period 5-16 mMarch, search and destroy operations ware

e
with incregsed €aphasis to the sovthwesi. Thers were scattercd spottings of
1-3 individuals, buat nothing signifi-ant,

3

ZsTly on the morning of 10 Harcsh, & lmpany
i1l rou d- f

211 outsdd: th: perimeler, zausing
¥ SO, ) 5 e S MU B, TP . Ao . ’ my, ..
Maysfy, o Lompan NVA, woundir: one 2mnd cs ;;twim; his AL<AT7. Tha

i ne ca~ualties,

fired on & Vi,
#UW died snroute to th hoswital. That night, the trains recelved acethsr
5

On 13 ‘areh, the '’ segan a cembination convoy and hock meove te ths
southwe:t 1o bet sy sup or® the maneuver units as they contlinued to operate
furthner io the southwest., This move, which wa: scromplishe” in two day=,
also enavled the task fores to give artillery support 1o dun e Thuot,
tarin: the ceriod 13-17 Haveh, cper tions sontinued in z2oardinsii-n with a
Cn from the 45th AxVE Segiment, with no Ul Jentaaie, lHowever, artillery
support wa: glven to ARVN and *F urits who hscame sng gad with ths enemy on
two cceislions,

On the night of 18 larch, 4, o, and D Sompaniee received 30-50 rounds of
82mm wortor filre at ithedir night lccation, again, all round: landed outside
thelr perireter, cmusing no dams; ¢ or easualile=,

On 20 Har:h, at 1117 hours, the lsad element of 4 Jompany made cont:ot
with & estimated bsttalion cize’ forze., In a day lomg cont:=at involving
4,2, and D Compendcs, the cnemy w's pushed from th: bottle srea, leaving
vehind 40 KIA's nd 2 CIA's. The action began when 4 Company, the lead
eompsny. ran lnte an enemy company vicinity ZV227187. The enemy was moving
at sling arms, 4 Company pulled into a horse shoe defecse wet up, allowing
¢ and D Jompaniesz to Join them, The fighting clossd in to less than 75
meters al times, averaging 100-1°5 meters, Artillery and air strikes:
agelisted in the breaking of contact, Friendly casualties were 7 KIA and
<3 wlA, The POw's indicated that they were from ths 334 NVA Rogiment.
;aptured equipment totaled 4 RPD machineguns, 3 4K-47's, 7 "K3's (3w/grenade
lomncher), 4 B4C reckelb louanchers, one 60mm mortor, 114 R4C recketis, 4 rifle
grenades, 18 chicom hand grenad:s, 10 1lbs of THY, 250 Lbs of iX-47 aamunition
and 200 rounds of machinegun amme for RPD'a,
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YR << noTen U oLompany 1/<< inT 2ame under operatlonal GORTrol oI ir 1/1%
and movd in to asslst A lovpany in sesurity of the ¥SB., On ih: next day,
D 1/22 moved to secure & forward firing position ai A,767120 for the 8P 105
and 155 batteries,

Juring the period 23-31 March, the TF continued operations throughout the
A0 with neo significant findings or aativities.

Boginning 1 April, a chunge in the tsetiocal concapt brought about th.
employment of stty .oh'nd forces in vacated patrol bises. On 2 April at
1230, & 3 Company =tay behind forae surpris d 4 persons polieiny up thel

recently used patrcl Lase, killing one and sasttering 'he rect.
On 3 April, D Som-any 1/°2 Inf left the AC and returned Lo its pure 1 unit,

'n 6 April, the U0 shifte’ bask north und west of the Hewo! Plantation
in an atuempt to find and destroy the 324 nva fegiment., O Htry 7/17 Arty
dizplace. to Ban Me Thuot es:t in order to take advantage of the great
range capaiility of the 8" howitzers 2.d 175mm guns.,

On 8 April B Co (-) 1/69 armor was replaced by 34 ‘lat 8 Trp 1/10 cav,
The FiB, now 21t ANE35287, receiv:d 40 rounds of mortor fire, th- majority
of which lande! outside the perimeter, resulting in one WlA from the 155
SP Btry.

On 13 April, a patrol from th. Rseon “lat made ecntaet with 2 individuals,
killing one and wounding cne. The wounded ™0k, after interrogation, admitted
th:t they were both V3,

On 17 April, the Task Force heg:n inserting LRP tesms in Base Area 238,
a loi:g known VO sironghold., On thut dsy, one team made contact shortly
sfter insertion, killing one V2 and wounding snother, whom they brought
with them upon sxtraction. Pase Ares 238 was swapt by two Companies {0&D)
on 1% April with negutive findin: s,

Cn 21 April, the two companies were lifted from Hase Area 238 to Ban Me
Thuot east, the heginning of the movementi of TF 1/12 bazk to 2d Sde control.
The re ainder of th i»tislion w = lifted to 3an e Thuot cast,

On 22 %pril, the S+ Arty batterie=, b tislion trains, ani other
supporting elemsnts convoyed from the “an Mo Thuot arsa to Gam; Enari.
The 1/17 Inf moved by 0130 from Ban Me Thuot esst to ‘0lci Kleng, staging in
for th: next phuse of this re ort.

Results: NVA/VC KIA-53, 3Ii-2
us K1A~9, WIA=32

9
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Friendly equipment »n  materisl losses: 1 machinegun (M-60), 1 water
trailer, 1 transmit er PR" 4, 1 folding desk, 1 grenade louncher, 11 antennae
AT 892/PRC 25, 1 binocular set €X30, 40 air mattresses, 4 radio control groups;
4 r-dio seis AN/PAl 25, 13 receivers AN/PRS 9, 2 hexagon tents, 1 tent GP
small, 1 tent GF medium, stove 2 burrsr, snd 1 holster 45 eal pistal,

Airstrikes In 2lose sup-ort of friendl: forces were very timely and
accurate, and were followed Ly & sweep of the area. Ara:us of those air
strikes delivered on intelli ence tirgets were not zrept.

Administrative mat ers:

The tr ins are: .us located at Ban e Thuot east, and suply items were
delivered dir ctiy frem Jam Ronh Bay by ro+d and air, through th: assistance
of a contict team from the 1st Logistizel Command, Jaily flights of aireraft
from Cam: Bnari “ar:ied personnel ,mail, and item: of resupply mot -rovided
in the logistical tra'm from lam Ranh Hay. A duily allocation of three
slicks and two gun ships from divisio orovided the nesessary recon, 0&0
risupply and LRP imnsertion capability,

The detachment fr-m 704 Yaintenance, ' hich wis located in the trains srea
provided 2d and >J echelon repair and replacement c:pabilities,

Dust-off ships wers provides ¢y the 155th Aviati n sompany from Han Me
Thuot. A dispensary at the samo location provided emergency medical treaimsat,
in addition to the 5 ttalion aid station in the trains area,

A direct s:cure voice an: teletype 11 k with 4th Inf dv w s supplied
7y a detachment from 1.4th 2ignal Bn,

Special equipment and technigues: An engineer bridge team, through rapid
placement of = bhridge over = questionable ford provided ease of movene 1t for
vehicles in and out of the forwari fire support base. Alsc, 2 water
rurification unit (urtilator), operate: by the engincers, was invaluable in
the constant production of cotable water,

Commanders analysis:

The use of 17%mm 3P artillery greatly resiricts the movement ef a FiB
to rapidly exploit eneny inteliigence. The range of th- 175mm gun lends
itself to employment in a secure area with a corresponding fan to fit the
maneuver elenents. This can allow for sas- of dis lac-ment of the 4 and
simataneously provide anc artillery fan that cover: the Fov and the mancuver
alements,

The continuous movement of maneuver ele:-nts over groat distance:
and in terrain that for:ed the us. of short antemnac are.ted greaat
communications difficulties. The required solution was conmstant air cover for
moving elements, This «ir coverage provided aerial surveillance and radio
relay,

D. Operations in the rolei Kleng area 22 April to 17 June 1968

18t Bn 12th Infntry arrived at Polei Xleng airstrip on 22 April, in pre-
paration for operations to the west of Polei Kleng. 4t this time 1/12 Inf we t
under operational control of 3d Bde, 4th Inf Div,
' [ = N .~ 10 G‘; "4\ ;- o b s 2 — b w '". \ 7 4‘:"\.34‘: -N l&RVALS
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Task organizstion:
22 to 26 April &8

18t Bn 12th Inf
B Btry 4/42 Arty
1st Plat B Jo Ath &ng

26 April to 17 Ju e 68

18t *n 12th Inf

Btry 4/42 Ariy

Go 1/14 Inf

) 20 1/14 Inf (replaced by B Co 1/14 Inf 2 Jua)
stry 2/2 Arty (joined Bn on 21 tay)

18t Flat B Jo 4th ing

3w

€ O

Supporting Forces: ! Btry 4/42 irty provided regular direct support,
through continuous and very ranid fire for forcss om LZ Alamo, Sunker Hill,
and sup.or. of its own perimeter (dirset fire) on LZ Brillo ad, 1ot 'lat,
3 Co, 4th ‘ng nsslsted in comstrustion of overhead und barrie s on sll three
poaitions,

Intelligence: Indic.tions were th t ths ¢6ih and 320th NVA iegitent: were
preparing for sn sszault on olei Xleng with desipgns to overrun thi- SING
camp and continue the “ta'k to the esst to Kostum Sity., A1l indisator:
pointed to their ovement out of the high ground we:t of “olsi Kleng to take
place durin; ths month of HMay. During the operation, it was alzo co.firmed
that the 174th VA Regiment had moved inte -osition south of L. ‘uvnker 41l
o/a 20 May 62,

tstimate  strength of all regime ts v - 500~£50 sagh,

The terriin in the 40 wus mountainous with sxirsmely heavy vegetation
throughout.

ixcellent cover and gonce lment was affered throughout the area of
operations. Vehiocular movement, both track and wheel wan imgoszible, and
foot movement wne difficult, .ivenu. of approaczh to th. Li's ware sood due
to the cover int coneceslment offered,

The wssather durins ‘his period of oparations wa- ganerally clear during
th> dey, with he vy grow.d fog during morning hours in ths lowla-ds, At

times th: fog re ched the Lo of the mount~ins, invele ing them until 0500-
1000 hours, |

Mlsgions  Fix and do troy ensmy forses in highland: we=t of “olei, and ilosk
smumy vovement into lowlamds wert of volei Kleng, '

11
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vonceyl of operatiom: .stablish a FSB on LZ Brille Pad (¥A962855), zoniuc
sempany size swe ps lo west and south west of Lz Srillo rad. Following
sweeps to neutralizs the area, est.hlish patrol bases an seleacted high gro nd,

and oy use of short r ng- pi:irols, prevent enemy infiltration to the zast,
sxeoution:

Un the eveudng ol 25 April, A lompany moved by slick to join the 1/22
Inf on LZ ause (YA863888),

On 26 April, C Company and ths Bettalion OP moved to LZ Arilio Pad, B
Gompany moved to join 1/2 Inf at LZ . hort Y4918802, snd %o = joined B Company
1/8 Inf on Bunker Hill (YA996825).

Juring the peried 26-30 April A,B,ani D Companie: conducsted sompiny size
iecon in Force missions with negative signifieant cont:zte. In th- me:untinme,
1/8 Inf and 1/14 Inf moved to new A0's to the north, with the exception of
S&D Companies, 1/14 Inf, who became CPION to th. "He! Worrior:".

1 May 1968 found the "ied Worriers" in a semi-defensive pasture with tho
battalion ¥iB,  lomrany and D Company 1/14 on LZ frillo Pad, A und D
Gompanles on Lé Alamo, 2nd B Company, with C Jompany 1/14, oeceusying LZ
Bunker 1ili,

During the perlod 1-16 ‘ay; numerous patrols ani cweeps wers conducted
to tho west, southwest, and northwest of tho three positions. There were
seatiered -1 htings of small groups of NVA (3~ individuals), but no
gignificant actions,

On - May, the FUB at Brille Pad received a ground probe Ly an e timated
4VA platoon, damaging two bunkers with B40 rockets and suchel charges.

On 13 “ay, an unsuccossful penetration of the perim-ter st 1Z Alamo
seourred by an esiimated platoon size NVA force.

On the night of 1€ day, the enemy lounshed an =ttaszk gainet - friendly
outpoet on Hill 1124, approximately 1700 meter: northwest of irille Pad, By
down on 17 May, the enemy (estimated one company) forced the with-drawal of
the 10 man outpost buck to the FuB, An at sck uy O Jompany on Hill 1124
on 17 May failed to dislodg: the enemy forses who now held the hill,

Juring the period 16-31 May, the enemy continucusly attempted to Jisledge
the b:t.ialion from LZ Brille 7«d, Th: enemy attask: consisted of indirsct
firs by 60,82, and 120mm mortars and 75mm R: fire combined with ground attacks
supporte! py nesvy mutomitic weapons and-:s in the cas of Hill 1124-flame
throwers, A4 total of 1059 round: were placed on Brilleo Pad, Durin- the
same period, Li Bunker 'ill resedved 115 rounds, and LZ Alamo rceived 20,
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On 1 Juns 19€8, ths anemy Hr
drzw to the west, 4t 0630 on 1 June rike wis employed on Ju Pu
mountsin, 1800 meters weat of “rilis Pad, from u 'u Mountain, the aajority
of th: enemy imdirsct firs had bHe n direc' ed on frille Pad, The B52 striks
wit, followed by a combst assault condusted b o Sompe Y.  No snemy bodie-
were found, but thers were numercus mo t.r posi dons and unde ground livir

3 fire a @ beghn to withe

o
-2 v aky
areas, partl.lly destroyed by the B52 strik:, rinal dectruction was complsted
by U Jompany,

On 3 June, D Jompany returied from Ju " dountain to Li alamo on foot,

conduczted a thre: day zwep frow LZ Llaro Jown the

2 ek for cnem: infiltration and to condwet 2 BDA of an
arclight in tho valley, In two anamy contacts, there wore four NV: <Ji. The
rontacts lasted 5«7 alnuies sach an’ were freom 50-7% natsrs distant.

On 10 Juae, A Jompany closcd Lé Brillo iad,

The period 11=17 June wa: unevariful, as th: enemy had with drown to the
wast onl seuthwost,

Results: HVA £I4 107, 2IA ©
U5 KIA 17, wWIA 17

gneny eculpment zn! material cuptured:

AK4T7-12, 3K0-2, BPU-6, HPG2 lowachers-3, RIG 2 rockets—15, 60nm nortor-:
60mm mortor round:-10, THi-51b.

Numerous airsirices were emplo/e? ‘n close proximily of Lé Brillo Pad and
Surker 411, and all were folliow-d LUy sweops of the are , though on nurercus
oecasions, 1t w s 3-1° days after the sirikes before the sweens could be
effaated,

Adrinistrative matters:

The cattallon trains area was located at the 3d Bd. 3P in Kontum, -nd
later <t LI Hary Lau, All resup ly and per-onnel movoment to and from th
trains area was conducted oy zir,

Commanders anslysis:

On nunerous short rang. patrols of /-5 men each had been moved 34 kilo-
neters west of th batt lion positions, it is probsble t st th> movement of
th: enemy fro the west would havs e n detest:d early, and artillery/air
could have be-n brought to bezr, This »ould possinvly have wminimized the
heavy fire snd ground atiacks on fri ndly positions.

Bs  Other Opsrations
18 June thru 27 July 68

During the above notsd period, 1st 5Hn, 12th Inf was invelv.d in three
separet. operations in dif ersent areas. Oince there wers no signifizant
activities as a result of thess oserations, thoy will be covered joi tly in
this phase,

OP 4 DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INT LxvALS
CONFIDEN“AL PDECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS



CONFIDENTIAL

Taugk organiszation:
18t On 12th Inf
B Btry 4/42 Arty
So 2/8 Inf (1M -.JH) (OPCON 20-23 June 68)
1st Plat 3 So 4th Hag

Supporting forsss: H/A

Intellig nce:

Flel Djereng (20-29 June ¢B): It waz suspected that elements organis to
the 1st VA Jivision wer: infilirating north te south, along the Sz 3an
River, and crossing the river in an attempt to move tcward the Pleiku,
fontum area,

VG Valley 29 June-1C July 68: Intelligence indicated incressing snanmy
etivity in VO Valley Involving tho 95 3 HVA Regiment and some loeal foreo
VMG units, due to the sishting of =.viral recently ocomstructed iunker
complexes,

e Co 15-72 July 68: It was anticipated thst cl-ments of the 1st NVA
Division would bs noving ianto the srea west of Due Jo and establish a staging
area for the upcoming monscon €27 son,

In all thre: -reasz of operatic, tha lack of hard intelligonco made it
imposziile to accurately estimate the str ngth, acsurate locstion, or in
most cases, the unit designations of u‘xeutad encny forees

Terrain in all threc =reus of operation was hilly to mountainous with
heavy vogetation, of ording excillent cover and coneealm:ont., Observation
was limited to 25-125 metors and aveonues of spproach, for feoot traffic,
ware good,

The weather was ol ar, with partial to heavy ground fog during sarly
morning hours, Therc wer:, however, numerous rain showers Juring the 7C
Valley onaration.

Mission‘
lai Djereng, mission wo. to block 'nemy novemant south along and
ats* the Se Zan River,

in VC Valley, nmicsion was to search for and dastroy suspected snemy
forces o erating in VG Valliey,

in Duec Co area, miscion was to provide a blosking cereen agalnst any
enomy foress woving from lJambodia toward Mue Co, or the Oasis area.

Exeouticn:

On 18 June, A and D companies moved from Polel XKleng te Flei Djersng by
C74 and joined the OF of 2/8 Inf at Plsi Djersng. On 19 June, the remainier
of the batt.lion moved to Plei Djereng by convoy.
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During the pericd 20-25 June, the battalior conducted extensive patrolling
snd sweep operationz in the A0, with no enemy contzct,

Un 26 June, A Cempany moved vy air to join 1/22 Inf in VO Valley. (n 28
June, D Company moved by air to join 1/22 inf 4in V. Valley, On 29 June, B
vompany moved by wheel te Camp Enard, in preparstion for the conduc! of a Chh
to the vieinity of V¢ 'glley,

Un 30 June, the vemeinder of the - ‘alion and 3 Btry, 4/42 ‘rty, sceured
by © Trp, 1/10 Cov, moved to Camp Fnard and linked up with 2 Compsmy. (n
thot same day. 1/12 Inf conducted airlift operstions inte VO Valley, and a IS0
ver established et BROG,396, At this time, % and ¥ Companie: rejoined the
batialion * 5

aring the period 1-9 July, extencive zscrch and d-etroy operastions were
- conducted, with the only activity being destruction of hurker complexes, On
6 July, # Compary killed one Ay 2 VMC 4n = very short-lived contact, Yo
fire wer returned by the eneny soldiers,

n 9 end 10 July, the bat slion wes alrligted to Camp Fnari, where they
began & 5 day sterddoun for rest, refit ing -nd requipping.

Un 15 July, the bztislion moved by wh el to LZ Jean to reliecve © Company
2/35 In’ in plsce. B Compsny moved oy zir to L’ Diane to relieve B Company
2/35 Inf in plaes,

On 17 July, the Bn CP, { Co-peny and B Sty 442 ‘rty moved by air to LI
Karen (Y2813310), © Company moved 'y sdr te LZ Fsther, 't this time, 1/12 Inf
agsumed contrel of the AC from 2/35 Inf,

n 18 July, B Compeny wes airlifted to th “esis, vwhe'e they as-u ed the
sccurity mission previousl - asgigned to elements of 2/35 Inf. Also, D
vempeny meved by air to LZ Betty to relis-e eliment of 1/22 Inf in place,

On 17 July, 1/12 Inf left control of the 2d Bde, snd ~ame under o, ergtional
control of the 3d Bde, Loesl patrolling w:s conducted from the esteblished
beges with no findings or comtsct with the enemy,

On 21 July, the Bn (~) moved back to Tuc ‘o airstrip in prepsration for
movement to the Ben Me "humot area.

hesuliss NVA KIA-1 CIA=0
VHC KIA=2 CIA~O

Fquipment anc me e el coptureds SK=2, Type 51 (hicom Astal-1, assorted
medical equipment,

AMministrative metters:
During the Plei Djereng operation, the ust e2lion treins were lo-snted =t
the Ossis and resupply wes effected by air,

During the " Vslley cperation, the trains were kept =t Camp Ensri sac
resupply was offected by sir from Hensel Fi-id,
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When the battslion moved west of Duc o, the ‘rains, per e, were placed
toth Lerdis, with s forusrd susply seint =t ‘me Co airs rip. lLesupply was eff-
ected from the Gards ‘o Due ‘¢ by both rosd and alr, and vee moved Torws:-d
of luc Go by air.

F. Uperstions in the 3en Mo Thuot-Tm: isp sros
22 July thra 31 Cctober 68

uring this eriod, the 1st Bn 12th Inf was nctive in the defense of Brn
Fe “huot and Muc Lan, relaceting to e k out snd blork the sdvanee of enemy
forces. In e2d?ition, nurerous cordon snd rearch cperztions were conducted 1o
w2 1irt in the disruption of ‘he VU ynfro-structure, 1/12 Inf va- unde- the
onerstionsl control of the 24 Bde, 4th Inf Di-.

Tegk orgenizetion: A
22-26 July 68

Tet Bn 12th Inf

B 8try 4/42 ‘riy

st Plat B Co 4th kg |

T4 and T Campemies OPCUN 1/22 Inf from 22 1600 July to 23 1200 July 68.

27 July to 13 Augu t 68

15t Bn 12th Inf
5 Btry 4/42 Arty
CoBtry 1/97 irty (155)
st Plat 3 Co 4th 'ng

13 farust to 295 fugust &8

et Bn 12th Imf
3 Btry 4/42 Arty
18t Plat B Co 4th Eng

25 ‘ugust to 16 Zeptember 68

124 Bn 12th Inf
ies / o

i t.'%"}" 1;’12 Lay
B Biry 4/42 Aviy

18t Plat B Lo Lth Epn

o

17 Leptembe: to 77 fsptember 68

.f"

18t Bn txth I
B Trp 1/10 (o
st Plat B G

" <

Yy
4th ing

O
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27 September {oc 1 Cc ober 68

154 5n 12th Inf (~) (C Co CPLOE 1/10 “sv)
B (o 2/8 Inf (MECH)

B Btry 4/42 trty

Tat Flat 8 Co 4th Tng

1 Uctober to 22 (rtobor 68

Tet Bn 12th Inf (-) (O Co GPCUN 1/10 Cav)

(B Btry 4/47 T8 1/10 Cav)
Tat Plat B Lo 4th ing

27 Cetober to 27 Ucigber 68

1ot Bn 12th Inf (-) (C Co GPOGY 1/10 Cav)
3 o 2/8 Inf (UCH)

B Btry 4/42 Arty

iat Flat 3 Co 4th ‘ng

27 G ober to 1 Uctoher 68

1st Bn 12th Inf

B Btry 4/42 vty

5 Btry /16 rty (oF)
Tst Plat B Cc 4th ng

Intelligence:

‘eliable revorts -nd intelligence Trom higher herdgu rter indicated the
presence of o lsrce enemy force moving into peaition for = :ajor atizck on
dom Me Trmot, Moving from the northwest wa: the 66th HVA cegiment (er-timat: d
600 ﬁtr@ﬁg), 48 well =r the 301 and 401 VC loecsl force betialions { estimented
200 each)e  reports indl sted thet they would be sisgimg through brse snres
238, which ifes north of th: Mewol Flentatlor, to gz her for the atizck snd
siek up supplies, During the month of Ceptember, 4t ziopesred thet the 66th
VA hed withdrown to the nerthwest, probably into Combodis,

PYuring late ‘eptember, the “pe izl Forcves csmp 2% lue Lep under went @ henvy
ttecks  Around 30 “eptember, the enemy withdrev into Comoodie, but it appesred
thei elements of the 1st and 5th WVA Divisions we e regrouping snd refitidng
for gnother atteck on the Iie Lap aren. Thelr combined sirength wae unknown

2fter the firet battle of ‘ue Lap, but was estimeted to be well over 2,000,

Back in th: MHewal Plsmtatiom =re- ‘n late October, smsll groupe -f the
01T end 401 "C loezl forece tetialions were present, but were guite ina-tive,
>vidertly svsiding contact while resupplying and recc#iting,

The torrain ir the Mewel ares north of “an Me Thuot was flet snd zenerally
pen, intertupted by rumerous plontstions snd eultivoted sreas, Ubservation
i good, excent slong streams ond lov arens, vhere it wec restriciec by
'@:vy vegetstlon. In there sreas, cover en’ conceslment were excellont,
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The weother wag eheracierized by dsily roin showe s =nd leng periods of
lovw ovarcaat,

The tercain in the ‘we Lap ares wae rolling and relatively ove., with
ot e*ea emall ?o*ﬂa+q and plentations, vegetatlon slong ctresms and low
~ress wia thick, «ffording gooé cover anc conceslment with 1imited sbeerviiion,
{bservAtiun in a1¢ other sreas weg exrellent,

Th weather wes ueually elesr, with interait snt rain chowers,

“he locel pspulsce in both sress ia- nemiral in west ennes, It sp enred
thot “he civili-ns would gymnnthize witb whumeve* happen: d to be 1n the ares
#t the time,

Miosion:

Hlock the movement of th. &6th & reginment from the north into =n Ve
ituot, snd prevent ithe ent Ty of anemy forc ¢ inte Base res 238, Prevent
the movemen?! of <memy forces from the vest to = porition which would enchle
thenm to lounch sn ztteck on the Duc Lep sres,

‘xecutlon:

n 22 July 1/1: Inf moved by convoy from ue To to Ban Me Thuct =sst, =&
Lompany jcﬁn“d them enrout, at the Onsis, 1/12 clos € Ban e Thuot eact
at 16&0 hours. A& sad D Cumﬁﬁﬂies moved west of Sun Me huot, CPCLN 1/20 Inf.

" o e : 3 P I L £ 5 - <3

Cn 23 July 1/12 (<) and 3 Stry 4/:2 moved rorth of Ban Me Thuot and
established s temporsry FB st (890015, 2 spad I Cempenies rejoined the
batislien that day a +‘he' loecation.

Un 25 July, the brttalio by comvey to L% Alien ('O777182). m 26 July,
By snd O Companies conductsd recom in foree ope: ations to the ve %, north-
snt north of the FOB, vhile [ ampony scoured the oL The companies
ats 1iﬁhP6 nairol boesg end kept a concisnt shord pe gv Lrol serecn, ‘he
nly comteet war on 7 Anguet, when s patrol from the “‘toon ¥illed two
Py 8 oang ;xgtured 2 ELT'=, Mn unknown cize elemant (e 5-:, Sme
upen & short rango pﬁxzul unex .ectedly, o the psirol ire from
dletance of 10-15 metera, killirg the two. The others f1i d. “he contaet
lested le ¢ than one minute,

1‘“’

Un 9 "ugust, the buticlion moved touth of Ban e |
~gries of “‘G‘kifv rositicne eguins: s setad VA

rud C Biry 1/e2 d =t LZ llen, & &hﬁ:ﬁ
LET @ NO sneny 20 the bzt 1% i to ugus" .

bettelion mov. d oy =ir north to L7 Sally { Q772327)
ished » 7B, @, 3y, 2rd C Comprnice move” on foot to vecst, north

v north, conducting recon i force ope stions enrcute. “he “empenios
sacin ac gp potrol bzses and ﬁrfaaliﬁﬁfa * short ringe po rol sereen, oriented

“orth nd west,
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On 17 August, 2 four men patrol from ° Company observed 200 imdivicusls
moving couthenst towsrd base srea 238, Extensive artillery end air strikes
were employed on the umit, A sweep of th =res was msd by / Company on 18
‘ugust, end evidence showed there hsd been extensive darage dome, /lthough
there were no bodies found, there were numercus blood trsils and “rag marks.

C and D Compenies conducted tvo sweeps of arc light aress to ss ess bomb
demege. One sweep resulted in one brief contact, killing two NVi, Contact
was inltlsled by a short renge ;atrol from D Compan; at a distance of 30-135
meters, and the duraiion was 5-7 minutes,

(n 25 August the batialion moved to LZ George (AG837217), =nd the
companies maintsined a2 short range putrol screen to the we-l, north, snd
erst of the Mewol Plantation. No significent sctivities.

On 17 September, due to the employment of other US units to the Due Lap
area, 1t became necessary for the bottalion o move further south in order
to maintein e protcetive sereen nerth of Ban “e Thuot. Accordingly, the
battali n moved to LZ Schugler (AQS21183), while 4 =nd D Compenies meintained
patrol bases to the east snd weet, B Compsny remsin d at LZ George to keecp
sn eye on the Mewol, C Company w-s ;lsce OPCON to 1/1C Cav and moved to L3
Rosa (2Upx€055)s 2 Trp, 1/10 Cav, OFCUN 1/12, secured the F'B, There were
no significsnt sctivities during thi: veried, other thun seattered sightings
of 2-3 individu:ls, too far awsy to engage. On 27 September, B trp 1/10 Cav
wog replaced by B Co, 2/8 Inf (MECH),

On 1 October, the battalion moved to Duc Lap to as-iet in the defense of
the area , snd to bleek enemy infiltraticn from the ve ty and to preventi a
suspected NVA offemsive on 4 October. 3 Btry, 4/42, remeined at LZ Schayler,
snd beceme OPCON 1/1C Cav., The bat zlion estsblished a F 3 at Lz Pack Rat
(YUq98638). D Compeny secure: the F'B, while A and B Companies lecated
themselves to the west and established short range putrel screens, “here
were no significant sctivities throughout the period, other th:n infrequent
sightings of 2-5 individusls, upon whom artillery fire wes plsced,

On 22 Cetober, the battalion returned to LZ George in the Mevol Plentation,

(joined by B Betr 4/42) to disrupt the ac ivities of the 301 and 401 VC loeal
foree battalions,

On 26 Cetober, A and D Compsnies performed = cordon snd gearch on the
village of Mewal, causing the VC %o suffer one KIA, 5 WI/, anc two €Iz, One
of the captured was the chisf of the Ran Me Thuot District sutonemous commitiee.
Un 27 October, C Company rejoined the bat alion.
On 30 Gctober, the battalion returned to LZ Mace im the Duc Lap erea,

Fesults: HNVA/VC KIA-9 CI)=2 (ve)
us KIie5 WIA-S
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Ceptured enemy esquipment snd materisl:

AELT-5, CKSwd, Cerbine MI1, Carbine M2.1

MI rifle=1, 340 rockets-54, £2mm morter

rounds-29 , Chicam grenades-7, rocket propellenis-34,
12.5 nmmo-30 czgea, rice-3 tons,

National Police, ‘rmed Propagends Tesms, and MI terms were employed to
conduct the search portiom of eordorn =nd search operations, and to conduct
initisl interrogstion of suspects. On 18 and 19 fugust, tracker dog tecams
were used to sweep the urea where the 200 NV2 were hit by srtillary snd oir-
strikes.

All eirstrikes were followed by » swerp of the srez, =3 were thore arc-
lights employe: within the 20, 4

Adminds‘rative matters:

The primery means of resupply wss b ofr, Vhile the beitalion wae =t
Li George =n’ LZ “chuyler, limited overland cesup 1y wo somli hed, The
trains sres remained =t Ba v fmet e-vt, Ehile the hoi4 y %
tac Lep svem, a forward sup.l: tes wo- lar-to8 £t [ue Ly sdretrdp to
facilitate the distributice of suspifes,

During this period, AU/PRC 77's with secur voice nttachments were wade
avoilable et compeny level, making pecsrible secure transuis-ions between
brttalion and companies, saving many man~hours usually requlired in the
sheckling of messages, and elimin-ting the possibility of errors in encoding
=nd decoding.

Commander's enslysis:

It is very important ‘hat member: of four men patrols be adept in eslling
for snd edjusting srtiliery fire, and muet be able to call ir sir strikes.
These petrols should never eng:ge enemy forces unless they are observed or
must bresk contact. Four men petrols sre very valusble ns forward observers
(eyes and ears) for friendly forcce, but are not of sufficient size to engrge
in cambat. jy ebserving the eremy and sdjusting fire on them, the patrols cen
interdict and/or desirory the enemy and ~an usuczlly rem- in unobserved s=nd sofe,
Hembers of patrols must understznd their vol: thoraughly.

It i felt that cordon and sesreh operations would be more successful if
the sesrch and interrogstien agercies joined the cordon unit -nd moved with
them during ‘he night to the terget village. Thus, at first 1ight, when
the element of surprise i: greatest, the cesrch =nd Interragation could
begin immedintely., If 'he villsge is cordoned for 2-4 heurs hefor the Nationsl
Police arrive, the village:: hsve =n opporturity to concesl documents,
weapons, even persong, snd have cmple time to establish™-les of innccence",

G, Pacification
1 Hovember 68 thru 31 Jonuary 69

“he 1st Pn 12th Inf, during this period w:ic involved primarily in
peeifiestion operations, including corden =rd search, M:RCAP, and search
snd destroy-those operations designad epecifically to undermine and help
disintegrate the VO infra-structure. ’'lsec, the bettslion wes in o supporting
o 2 ¥ J I "?‘: 3 - - - s -
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Teck orgsnizstion:
1 thru 12 Nevember 68

18t Bn 12th Inf
B Btry 4/42 irty
st Flat B Co 4th ng

12 thra 14 Hovember 68

1et Bn 12th Inf

B Btry 4/42 Arty

1st Flat B Co 4ih 'ng
23d VN RNGCK Bp (OPCON)

i
20 November hru 2 eromber 68
18t Bn 1°th Inf
B Btry 4/42 'rty
A Co 1/22 Inf (OPCON)
B Co 1/22 Inf (OPCON)
st Flat B Co 4th Fng
2 thru 8 December 68
18t Bn 12th Inf
tat Plat B Co 4th Ing
(lic DS rty Btry during this period)
& thru 15 December 68
1st Bn 12th Inf
B Btry 4/42 Mrty
1st Plat C Co 4th Ing
15 thru 18 December 68
18t Bn 12th Inf (-) (B&C Companies CPCCH 2/8 Inf)
B Btry 4/42 irty
18t Plat C Co 4th ing
18 December 68 thru 6 Janu-ry 69
1st Bn 12th Imf
B Btry 4/42 Arty
18t Flat C Co 4th Erg
6 thru 31 Januery 69
18t Bn 12th Inf
B Btry 4/42 irty
2d Plat C Co Ath ing
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CONFIDENTIA,

—ntelligence:

Unemy zctivity in the Due la: ares during esrly Hovember w:ug light te
negligible, o8 well as in the Mewol srez north of Bam Me Thuot,

In the Plei "rap Vulley, wes: of Kontum, = read was unde: observation
upon which th:re wor reporte&lj hesvy vehlcslar traffic -2 the V2 hegan
moving men suc supjlise south fellowing th iziny se:szon,

Intelligence sources indicated » planmed meeting of VO lesders in enrly
December in an ares southoast of Kontum Clty,

There vere also 1ndjﬂg*iovs of pescible N\ A movement in the vrlleys west
f Foled Kleng, with o possibllity of the enemy meneuvering for =% occks by lire
on Folei Xleng swnd Xontum City. "
Intelligence revealed the pos:iblity of WVA :ytiliery elere 1 movingin
z southwesterly direction north of VU Valley vwith designe of attucks by fire
“on leiku snd neighboring militsry instsllsiions.

It hod nlso been determinmed, through intelligence chinnols, thot the
lowlonds west of Flelku msy heve becn uzed ¢s h gh-speed personnel und
supply tronspert thruwayc.

“ission: Disrupt and sssist in disintesration of VO infrsstructure, dicrupt
MUA/VC lires of communiceti n, and whenever possiile seek out =nd cestroy

k SO

BUANT forces. Support £'H and CIDG operstions simed =' -sme goals,

“vecution:

Muring the perioed 1-10 Kovember, 1/14. Inf wos in the Due Lap nrem, but
there were no eortauth or significsrt findi-gs,

On 10 Hoverber, th **t«lion returnad to LT George in th: Mewel ares
north of Ban Me Thuot, snd conducted sh ri range »*trcl creretions with
negstive resulte,

On 16 November, the entire battalion nnc B Btry 4/4° moved by convey
from Psn Me bhuot to Camp Fneri,

On 17 =nd 1€ Vovewber, the bai‘alion under went sicndiown ond refitiing
at Camp inari.

{n 19 Novembe:, the battelion, r» mwo ¢ sy convoy wa: mnd 1o Pleiku idr

flese., From there th- hattalion snd B Btry wvere 1ifted by C130 to slei
Kleng.

On 20 Yovembe , & U8 wa- estrblished at LZ "winper (YA837735) to provide
fire support snd resction forces (if required) for § CING Compsni = who were
destroying the rosd network in the lei "rep Velley,
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On 26 November, : sné B Compenies moved into the Plei Trep Valley to
continue clearing and destruction operations begun by the ‘RVN forces,

Cn 2 and 3 December, the battalion and B Btiy were returne’ by air to
Poled Kleng :

Un the afternoon of 3 December, the battzlion moved by vehicle to LZ
fery Louw, south of Kontum City.

On 4 December, the tatielion (mirus B Btry) conducted a Cih to LZ Red
(24032931) and LZ White (VA920740). C and D Compsnies conducted a sweep of
the AU with negative results.

Un 6 Docember, the “attzlion returned to Polei Kleng. \

On € December, the ba'talion CF moved to L7 ‘nne ZA064904., A Compe~y
cstablished = patrol bese to the north, B Compe ¥y did li¥ewise to the
southenct, C Compsy secured B Btry 5-16 'rty at Pslei Kieng, snd D Company
secured the FUB o LZ Anne.

(n 11 December, C Company returned tc LZ Fed and concuc ed snother swoep
of the 20, returning to Polei Kleng from L? White on 12 Decembe:,

During the peried 1518 December, B and C Companies were OPCON 2.8 Inf
(MECH] to participste in = series of eordon =nd s sreh operations,

During the period 20=23 December, snd C Compsnies conducted join!
sweep operations with two CIDG Compsnies from Polei Kleng, The valley
west and southwes! of Poled Kleng was swept, with negetive results,

Un 23 December, the battaliom moved to LZ Mary Lsu to s ~ge ove night,
and on 24 Decerber, moved by convey to LZ Blackii~wk, prepared ‘o support
{(through the use o a solid short range patrol scr.en§ ‘AUVN hanger sweeps
north of VU Velley. On 26 December, the remainder of the battnlion moved into
the chosen locctions,

During the perie. 1=5 Jsmuery, B and D Compenies conducted recon in
foree operations through the AC north of the 2B, with negative re-ults,

On 6 Jemusry, under the opersti nel corntrol of 3d Bde, the bsttaliom and
B Btry moved 'y convoy from LZ Blackhowk west of Pleiku te L7 Stucey (ZAD87457).
Beginning at midnight on 6 Jamuary, B Company moved to cordon the village
of Flei Brock (1), with cordon in pluce st 0430 on 7 Jsmuary. A courder
tesm from the B 3 Front was ambushed s they eprroached the village on the
morning of 7 Janusry. The courier =nc one of hic security gusrds vere WIA
(CIA) and = sachel of highly classified documents vas ceptured. In additien,
one VC we=s captured within the village.
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CONFIDENTIAL

On 7 Jepusry, * and € Compsnies moved north from L7 ! tacey, cordoning
=nd se rching villages enrout, with neg:-tive results,

Un 10 Jenuary, the battalion began = movement b, =ir to the Punchbowl
(22939586). By nightfs11, B and D Comperie-, the forwsré CP, and 3 Btry
wvere at the funchbowl, That night, 18 rounds of 75mr recoiller rifle fire
nd heavy mochinegun fire were received from » ridge liie esst of the F B,

Un 11 =nd 12 January, the remeinder of the battslicn closed the U, with
‘and C Compesnier located at LZ Victor, northes:t of the Punchbovl, Fxtensive
short range patrols sm -lztoon swe ;s were conducied, r sulting in the
“iseovery of an exiensive bunker-hos-itsl ecmrlex, wiich wes destroyed by
air strikes =2nd C=4.

On 15 Jopuary, 8 Company moved from the Purchbowl on = recon in force ;|
mig-ion to the west, and then north to the viecinity of Clu Pa Mountsin, with
negative results,

On 18 Jenusry, C Compnny begsm s recom in force tc¢ the southe-st of Thu
e Mountain, with negsiive re ultis.

tn 70 Januafy, U Uompany moved north om ¢ rocon in force, wounded one
NV y smd e-ptured him, He wss evrcusted to the 71st Evac Hos 1tal in Poeiku.

‘s of 31 Januery, the bast dey of (perstiom M/CSHTHUR, the bottalion wes
in the nbove pasture,.

hesultes VA KIA=3 WIi (CIn)=3 CIilt (VO)
|15 KIA-2 WIA=1

Inemy ecuipment =nd msterisl ceptured:
9%5mm RR rounde-23, rifle grensdee-i2,
Chicom grensdes-4, B4C rockete-17, pistal,
Rus+ion made-1, fK47-2, corbine-1, rice-
700 1b, one pouch of clessified docurents

fdministrative matters:

Forward resupply wos effected primerily by air from L. YMary Lou { 20 Now
to 24 Dee), LI Blackhowk (24 Dee to 6 Jon) and the Oesis (6-31 Jan). ‘ihe
treins weve in th =forementiorad locations during those perleds. FHesupply
was effected from Camp 'narl to those loc:tiens by convoy.
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CONF‘DEN A

U amenders snalysis:

Durins the corden of = vilisge, 1t h = be n found thst after there sre
individuels entering the vill: e during firet light, 25 well ss lesving it.
It ~ould well 2e ss wied "het those entering =re eneny per:onnel, Withii.is
in mind, »n outer cordon {which c:n e comprised of OF's) chould e placed
sbeut 150 mete: s outside the reguler cordon, to witch for indivi uels entering
th  villsge. If perty is meld encugh, the OF could  agrge them. If 1t 1s
too lerce for the OP, the regulsr irner cordon csn be slerted.

ROBERT H C*RIFR, J2
ot INF
Commanding
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