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. HEADQUARTERS 1ST BATTALION 12TH INFPANTRY
~ ATH INPAN'RY DIVISICN

AP0 San Francisco 96262
AVDDB.121 23 September 1970
SUBJECT: After Action Report of Casualties Resulting from Friendly Mortar
Fire
TO: Whom It May Coneern

1, The 2d Bde, 4th _Infantry Division initiated combat operations in the
Eastern portiaﬁ of BASE‘ARix 226, on 1$§iugu0t 1970, The lst Bn, 12th

Infantry a part of this force was positioned in the northern portion of
the 24 Bde AO and conducted search and destroy rations, with emphasis
on interdicting enemy movement in the Suoi Ca Valley.

2, On 22 Sept 1970, FRAG CRDER 14~70, HQ's 1-12 Inf, caused the Battalion
to reposition its forces in the Eastern portion of B A 226, astride the
Suoci CA River, with the mission of interdicting enemy movement in the Suoi
Ca Valley., On 23 Sept 70, Co A was ordered to move 2 platoon sized element
to VIC COMRD BR819697, with the mission of performing saturation patrelling
in that area,

3. a, At approximately 1755 hours 23 Sept 70, in the vicinity of Coord
BR819697, the 1lst Platoon of Company A, 1-12th Inf, received fifteen(15)
rounds of mortar fire on their position, LT Williams, platoon leader of
the 1lst platoon of Co A, reported that the mortar fire was coming “rom the
northeast on an azimuth of 50 degrees. The incoming mortar rounds started
at 1755 hours and ended at approximately 1805 hours,

b. As a result of this incident, 1lst platoon, Co A, lat Bn, 12th Inf,
sustained seven(?7) casualties. Two KIA's and five(s5) WIA's, A dustoff for
the easuslties was initiated and dustoff 21 evacuated five WIA's at 1928
hours.

¢. At 1837 hours, 1-12 Inf received gunships, (GLADIAT(R 17), and the
gunships expended vicinity BR825705. A request for locations of fyriendly

troops to the east of the Battalion Area of Operations, was made at 1815
hours, to 2d Bde S3, and received the location of Patrol Pase Washington
at BR841696,

d. The S3 of 24 Brigade informed the Pattalion 53 at 1815 hours, that
all friendlies in the Area of Operations had checked fire and requested that
we do the same, The 1st Bn, 12th Inf checked fire at 181€ hours, The 2d
Bpigade Commander(Col Culim) and the Bn Cmdr of the 1-12th Inf(LTC Marris)
moved to the area of the ineident and landed., Col Culim dispatched his
HU-ID(Blaekjaek 18) to LZ UPLIFT with two KIA's(1905 hours),
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f. The rnm Leader of the 18t Platoon of Co A, 1.12¢h Inr(LT Wi1l4ams )
performed a vesection, and determined his pesitien to be 4t CORD ER£19697,
LT Pari:h received information from his chain of command that the unit oe-
Patrol Base Washingten was Co E, 3d Bn, 5034 Inf, 173d Airborne Divi-
sion, and that 4,2" mortars and £lmm mortars are loeated at the Patrol Base.

ge L7C Apthur M, Harris, Commanding Offieer of the lst Bn, 12th Infantry
requested that an investipgating officer be appointed, who is not a member of
the 4th Inf Div, or the 1734 Abn Bde, to ascertain responaibility for the
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1., Cagualty list

2., Route of 1lst Plat, Co A, 1-12 Inf

3. Extrascts from Official Tournal WQ's 1-12 Inf, 23-24 Sept 70

ARTHUR M, HARRIS
LIC I RFANTRY
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TEXT:

35/31(1/A) at VEC 819697, received 15 rounds of ordnance on their posi-
‘tion at approximately 1755H, 23 Sept 70. Leader on the ground stated that
the firing was coming from the NCRTHEAST on about a 50 degrees AZ, Rounds
started landing at 17554 and ended at 1805H(approximately).

Seven casualties were received in the 35/31(1/8), TFive were dusted off
by Dustoff 21, |

At 1800H, we requested gunships and received them at 1837H(GLADIAT(R 17),
GLADIAT(R 17 expended 1 kilometer to the northeast of locetion of 35/31(1/A)
on a 50 degrees AZ,

At 18154, 24 Bde told vs that 21" friendlies checked fire and told us to
check fire also. 1/12 checked fire at 1218H{1-12 initiated fire at 18124),
Also at 1215H, we réquested MISSICN O locations of friendlies to the east., At
18263, we received the lccation of PB WASHINGTON at VEC 841696,

AtA1820H, we requested LUH for LIC Horvis at 28'5H, Nag tiva ZGH vai-
lable. Dustoff 21 was on station at 1810H and completed dustoff at 1828H,

At 1835H, requested flareship(GLADIATCR 27 on station at 1923H),

MISSION 88, Col Culim, evacuated two(2) KIA's(with BLACKJACK 18) when
Mission 88 landed at 35/31(1/A) locetion, He landed at 1905H,

At 1920H, 2d Bde requesfed frr.cur 35/31(1/A) to look for the tail fin

of the incoming orcdnance - MSG passed to 35/31{1/A).
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DESIGNATION OF SENDER:
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SIGNATURE AND GRADE OF WRITER: PFC Carl Wilson . (o



. DATE: 231755 Sept 70 HOW SENT: RADIO

MSG NO: 7 (cont)

TO: ____2d Bde 53
FRM: - 1/A Co, 1/12 S3
TEXT:

LTC Harris and FS COCORD performed a crater enalysis(at the site of the
incident) of incoming ordnance and determined that the rounds were £lmm

mortar rounds and came from PB WASHINGTON,

. o
DESIGNATION OF SENDER: __ 2ehdgas ( (- /-/ ’”}”Z{

SIGNATURE AND GRADE OF WRITER: PFC Carl Wilsgn ,




TO: 24 Bde
FROM: 1/12 S3

Request that an investigatihg officer be aprointed, who is not a member
of our Division or the 173d. This request is made toword ascértaining wvho

is responsible for the incident,

P
DESIGNATION OF SENDER:  s&mae=s3 (.( . /-/JY {/f

-

SIGNATURE AND GRADE OF WRITER: _SP4 Gary Shannon



T0: . 2d Bde S3

FRM:  CO 1-12 Inf

A, Request that an investigating officer be aprointed, who is not a
member of our Division or the 173d. This request is made toward ascertain-
ing who is resvonsible for the incident,

B, The Platoon Leader on the ground has performed & resection exercise
and has determined his position to be BR819497,

C. It is my opinion that some sumnmers just layed in on the tareet,
based on the rapidity and accuracy of the fire.

D, Our F5 CORD received through his channel the informetion that the
unit occupying PB WASHINGTCN wes = Co, 3/503, 173 ABN, who has 4.”" mortirs
and 8lmm mortars,
| Written profile confirms that the line of sight is FB WASHINGTCN - the

mortar location,

DESIGNATION OF SENDER: _CO 1-12 Inf, 4th Inf Division

SIGNATURE AND GRADE OF WRITER: ' IR



TO: : Sj, 24 Bde

FRQM: LTC HARRIS, CO 1-12 Inf :

TEXT

5= LTC Harris has confirmed the location of the indident involving 1st Plat,
Co A, 1-12 Inf, by'AERIAP and VISUAL RECCNNAISSANCE, to be ER8i7694. Also he
has based this on his knowledge of the terrain, and will follow this confirms-
tion, when the AIMING CIRCLE TRIANGUIATICN is completed. Also at 0955H

LTC Harris completed the AIMING CIRCLE TRIANGUIATICN and confirms that the
grid BR817694, is correct. Also at 1010% LIC Yarris versonally observed, on
lire of site, the tents and antenna's, at PB WASHINGTON from vieinity lst Fl=t,

Co A location.
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DESIGNATION OF SENDER: __ LIC Harris, O 1-12 Inf

-

SIGNATURE AND GRADE OF WRITER:
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) ”453{ Fol indiv APPOINTED

CESARE, FRANCIS P 4LT HHC 1st Bn 12th Inf

Apt to: Investigating Officer

Purposet To investigate circumstances surrounding, and debermins respons
sibility of incident/accident involving element of Co &, 1st Bn 12th Inf,
at approximately 1755 hours on 23 September 1970, s

Auth: Voeo :

Sp instr: NA

FOR THE COMMANDER:

., . / 2
LR A
powGLAY "7 FXfCOCK

1LT, Infantry
Adjutant
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