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HEADQUARTERS, COMPANY B 18T BATTALION 42TH INFANTRY

4th Infantry Division
APO San Frangisco 96262

AVDDB-121-E 15 May 1970
SUBJECT: Summary of Tactical Operations, 5+14 May 1970

1+ Purpose: The purpose of this summary is to present the events surround-
ing the tactical operations of thias command while operating in RATANIKIRI
Frovince, Cambodis, during the period May 1970,

2, Seopes The foilowing will deal with the entire eperation with emphasis

on the 12 May contact made with the enemy, the genersl aschene of manuever
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3. Operations Swmary:

25 3 May: Freparation and tactieal move by convoy from Camp Radeliff to

be 6 May: Preparation for further tactical operations and ingertien into
Carmbodia,

e I May: Negative change except that 4 men from 2/B GA with Co C,

d. & HMays OCombst Assault to vieinity of LZ Patty Jean. Move by foot to
vicinity YA 595446 and establishment of Night Loecatien,

8. ys Yays Move generally west, found one large village complex and nuwherous
living a~d storage structures throughout assigned AD, RIF of A0 to detect
likely enemy activity, Estsblish Night Lecation in vieinity¥A S+L4T\

f. 10 May: Continustion of 9 May mission with emphasis on movement to vi-
cinity of Objective White. Ambushes established in A0, One smbush inditiated
2 enemy KIA, negative friendly casuslities, Hight Locaticn established,
vicinity YA 565457,

Ea . 11 May: Movement to LZ and preparation for extraction to LZ Companchs,
Establishment of Night Location vivinity LZ Commanche and prepavation fo
further deployment the following dey,

h, 12 May: Initiation of Search and Destroy Mission to NE of FSB. Contact
made with estimated company size enemy element, vicinity YA 457647. Contact
broken at nightfall,




i. 13 May: RIF and Sweep of contmct area and movement to Ny esbabliabe
ment of Night Location vieinity YA 449648 and embushes; prepavation for
exploitation of contact site.

jo 14 Yey: MNovement to Tlank and rear of conbact area; aweep toward
suspected bunker complex; movement to and establislment of Night locabion,
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k. 15 May: Movement to FSB Comms

B _C e by foot; extraction to Ylei Djereng,
sstablishment of integrated Babttal

-IEafi‘-ensa at Plei Djereng.
1. 16 Mey: DVotor movement te Camp Radeliff from Flel Djereng.
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4s 12 May Gontach: On 12 My 1970 Co B, 1st Bu 12th Inf, 4th Inf Div, was
mgn:g@d in seare me j_unsKE of FSB 6 MNACnE iﬂ. BATANIRIRL Pm'ﬂiﬂ%,
Cambodiss After proceeding the majer portion of the day on an aziruth of
080 degrees Mogmetic from the FSB, the company st 1530 howrs ssevmed an
azimuth of 40 degrees vieinity co-ordinates YA 6345, Continuing on this
general AR through thick wooded areas the company erossed an open area and
entered another thick woodline, At 1620 heurs the 1/B was designated to
continue a reconnissance of the area to the N and E with a squad sized
element and recen the ares adjmcent to & possible night locstion, The
platoon leader designated 1/1/8 for this task and they immediately sbarted
on this mission, Approximetely 1650 hours the squad moved across g small
open Pield (40mX75m; into an area overgrown with wnderbrush, As they broke
out of the thick brush they were engaged by an estimsted squad (5-7 indiv)
et & distance of epproximetely 50~75 mebers, vieinity YA 457647. The point
man actually detected the enemy and returned a sufficient volume of fire
to wern his squad and allow them to deploy end return fire, During the initial
exchenge of fire the point man was mortally wounded avd died instantly. 4%
this time the squad was located 150 meters NNE of the proposed Night Loecation,
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be Manuevers 1/B was immediately commited to reinforee the contact and
obtain an estimate of the situstion. The 1/1/B element eas still receiving
small arms five (spovadic) when 1/B arrived in the vicinity, 1/B munuevered

1 rifle squad (2/1/B), with M=60, under the contrel of his P3G, to the left
to gover that flank snd then combinued %o move the rest of the clement fore
ward to the contact site., erossing the open area as previcusly described,

As 1/B linked up with his squed in eonbact, the eneny broke contact and fiwing
ceased, 1/B then informed the Co OF of the sirustion and reguested an element
to cover his right flank, At this time 3/B and the Company CP were committed
to /B right flank with the missicn of covering the flank and being prepaved
to sweep the S8EL on order,link up of 1/B and 3/B was accomplished at approx~
imately 1710 hours and 3/B was given the owder to sweep the SEL, 3/8 with

Co OF then went on line and completely swept the contect area in depth for

125 to 150 meters to the HE on an AZ of 30 degrees. (Jee Appendix 1, Diagrem'®}.

Upon completion of this initial sweep 3/B was ordered to consolidate his mght
flank end sweep back to the vieinity of 1/ and prepare to comtimne the
gweep th the NW on order, ;
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Meanyhile, 1/B recovered the body of their KIA (point man) and moved
the 3/1/B squad with the platoon medie, s the body and dispersed the

1/1/B squad to cover the withdrawal, 1/B was required to move pproximately
75 meters sout a preselected LZ for MEDEVAG, This LZ was—sewkthwest
ofthe—eentact ares -eproroxinstely 75T aud conslsted of an open

ares with intergperced suzll) trees. In order to secure snd cub s La
1/B further requested 1 squad from 2/B (located in the vie of the
proposed N,L,). 2/B uas so tosked and 3/2/B moved o assist 1{5.
By this time (1720 hys)3/B had consolidated on his right (N.E,), flank
and, had goved to within 30-40 meters of 1/B, in a covering position for
/8., &a eneny element of estimgted platoon (=), (15 to 20 individuals)
engaped 3/B and 1/B with small arms (4K 47) fire from the north and
similtaneously an enemy machine-gun position 50 meters on the NE flenk of
the 3/B position commenced fire. The Go CF was separeted from the 3/B
elanent by approximetely 75 = 100 mebers and was loceted to the direct
right flenk of, 3/B, on the left flank of the contact ares, The GP continued
to move another 15 meters when sncther enemy machine-gun position cormenced
firing from the N.,W, (e% 75 meters from the exposed 3/1/B squad from 1/B,
which was acting as & caryying party for the KIA,) (See Appendix 2 = Diagram?p)
3/B, snd 1/B imuedistely returned a heavy volume of fire on the sutomatic
weapon positions and employed ¥=~79 on the SEL, 3/2/B also fired on the SEL,
One men from 3/B was seriously wounded in the initial burst of eneny
automatic wespons fire from the N.B, 3/B then attempted to consolid:te
his position and manuever against the MG position on the NE, The 1/3/8
menuevered to the SE of the MG position whiech was placing effective fire
wh&s/gh‘bamg_ At this tiwe the Co CF was effectively eut off from
both 1/B and 3/B by 20 enemy infantry, 2/B wes tasked to employ one
squad to the NE (right flank) and cover the rest of the company as it
attempted to menuever sgainst the known enemy positions. This was
immedistely accomplished by the 1/2/B. During the hesviest portion of
the contact the 31 platoon medie, receiving the wounded man's eall for

P, Moved directly inte the heavy MGifield of fire and attenpted to
eild the wounded man, He was mortally wounded as he moved to within 30
meters of the gun position, where the wounded man lay. The 1/3/B squad
leader who wae continuing his attanpt to manuever against the MG positiom
was also mortally wounded at this time, He was initielly rerorted MIA
&8 no confirming report had been submitied by his platoon, As darkness
approached (approxinately 1915 hrs) 1/B succeeded in vithdrawing and
eonsolidating his element(with 3/B providing covering fire) in a small
diteh spproxinately 30 meters to the south of his exposed location,
The KIA was left in the open area. 1/B then digpatehed one reinforced
squad around to the right flank, using a concealed route snd under the
cover of dsrkness in an attempt to manuever and relieve the pressure on

positions manned by 6 men each, however they could not menuever wntil
darimess to rejoin the main body as the enemy had employed a 3rd automatic
veapon (BAR) and an estimated 2 individusls on the ENE portion of the battle




area. Gne mesber of the 3 sen OF svenwied Pire and noverent and shesepded
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(Belts, Canteen covers, garrying cases, personal effects, shirt, rucksack,
and dooumente) were foind., The conpany continued on a SB AZ foy 400

meters toward a suspected bunker eomplex and then assumed a AZ of 260
magnetic, in an atbempt to locate same. lo bunkers were found although
humerous ant-hills were noted whioch must have appeared as unkers from

the air, The entire company continued to move through the with negative
results and establiched a night location at 1630 hours that same day,
Kovement to the FSB and extraction to Plai Djereng the next day {15 May

wes accomplished without incident,

Friendly: 4 IO4 by small amms, 3 WI4, 2 by fragnents and 1 by amall

Bnemys Estimated 12 KIA by small arms, based on Teports from sub-elements,

one
KIA

M;mmh@mplwumllyﬁwdbym however 3 distinet blood
tridls were noted during this initiel aweep, n;tm.aaewmuu
onabmdanuerbloodandthemdridwpoohmtaddmgthow

tos-lweaporthsmwthnmﬁroempw.

5« The resson that 2/B was comnited in the manner deseribed is due o the
fect 1511&'!’.5 initially the company did not have any other forees effectively
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