'HEADQUARTERS, 1ST BATTALION, 12TH TiF NTRY
4TE INFANTRY DIVISION
APC San Francisco 96262 .

SUBJECT: - RECAPITUALATION OF BATTALION OPERATIONS ! 2 June 1969
FROM 23 MAY 1969 THROUGH 27 MAY 1969 ow

.;}__';f.ii?
On the 22nd and 23rd uf Mny 19L9, tha 1st Battalion, 12th Infantry wee aixw
liftad from LZ Mile High at coordinates ZA 936930 to L2 Nicole, eoordinatas '

ZA 173?84, and vas assigred Lhe folluwing area of operation (A0}, Gaqadin-
i‘&aﬁ 107825 ; 180840 « 210810 = 310760 = 100750, e, e
May uﬁauigenee repcrw strongly indicated that the ,enany had bow mqked_
from infiltrating further to the eas% and had masses his troops juet nngth r

nf'%ﬁé Kontum Plediu provincial border. There vas a heavy cuncqgtrgttmn

rof 1ntalligenoe reports in the western and aouthynatern portion of the 1st

M"’

_{Battalion, 12th Infantry's area of cperation. :
7Iﬂ:Tha tarrain throughout the area of operation ig roll&gg hlle te flatlands,

,;. ¥§8ataﬁion in soma areas is very thiuk with elaphant yrass Re=l, feet. ndgh

o ,_
. ‘and ‘thick vinaa. There are sone opeﬁ areas that wers previously under oule
aoh ,_"‘-&w{ g e )

' tivation. Tha trees had single and doubla eanopy, % no triple canopye i

; "?1ﬂibility was good to limitel, depending on the are@*
Qa 23 Hay 1969, the battalion recelved worll that they would be moving into
f;' awﬁaw araa, Hbather faoters prevented them moving belors 1400 hours, They
iﬁ Imovad at 1400 houra¢ il Company uho had been under OParataonal contyrol, and
Y tha 2nd of the 35th were directad to move overland. frnm LZ Carmen to %2
Nicole. 6 Campary wes airlift&d from. LZ Dot to LZ:Bass; on a direet ex-

o #
;?change baais, with G Company 3ra of bhe gth, whocshad cloged at LZ Baaa-hw oonvggﬁf'




D Company was airlifted from LZ Shoshone to LZ Nin.lole‘ on a direc'b exchange
from D Company, 3rd of the &th, Recon platoon was ﬁm."tially airlifted on
23 Nw 1969 with a direct exchange from Recon Plato.o.n, 3rd of "the 8th, C
'_ ﬁaw convoyed i‘rcm LZ Bags to Mary Lou and rema.‘.!.ne& there for the night,
 He batEaAson. bagan ts initial operation in this area of operation on 24

" May 1969, with three companies abreast: Companies A, 8, and C, From north

to south moving from the eastern border of the area of operations toward the
western border,

o+ From the onset of this Operatic;n beginning 2/ May I1'969 through 27 May 1969,

' .Mo. were numerous findings and siéhﬁinga that 1nt1.*nm>d the enemy was in
thcq.goa, of operatious, Bunker complexes were f@ﬂ,ﬁlﬁ‘c:aght:ut the AO as
the min.jlon progressed, Most of these bﬁ.nkers had bean réaontly’ used (within
the past 24-48 hou_rs). Intelligenca reports contimnd '+ plot in the wesb
bou‘hhvalt portica of the area of opirations, '

The weather during the yperlod 24 May 1969 through 27 May 1969 included early
morning ground fog, skys overvast to ﬁroken and goattervd, rain shcwers ‘and
thunderstorns in late afternoon and evenings, Visibility vas 3-6 miles,

- winds va.rj.able, 15=25 knots, | |

On 24 &y _1969, weather again prevunﬁd air moverﬁént by" the &ttalion until
approximately 1330 hours, at which time the rema.iﬁdar of the recon platoon
was moved to LZ Bass. | Tacztinall Operations Oento.'!.}": eyuipment vas sir1ifted
frem L% Bass to LZ Nicole, A compa.ny vas airlifted from LZ Mile High to Li
Noole, Upon arrival of the batta.l-ion elements “into L% Nicole , Companies
A, B, and C moved out to nizht loggér‘s positianif in preparation for start.
dng a battalion operation, :



On 25 May 1969, C Company moved around to the aouth of a viliuge with instr-

i, uotions to go ard by-pass the village as it was connqoted vith another oper-

£ atddn, Compenies A ana B moved to objectives 1 and 2 respectively, On the
evening of the 25th, Companles B and C formed a cordm“ around the village,
-eas8t of objective 3; with 2nd platoon of oompany D ancioaing the 1aat pon—'
of the cordon when mercenaries antersd the area, Intelligtnce information
proved ingccurate as'thé sugpscted Viet Cong fobﬁgﬁvbﬁs was farthérfadﬁfh.
At ‘the firet esign of daylight on 26 Mey 1969 a search of the area began,
The units then moved south as far as the area of operations would permit,
trying te encirele ths Viet Gong, The results were ona captured Vietlong,
from thie cordon, B Company returnsd into thnrezﬁ;é+or"ﬁo cohtinub'bpérd;
tions end moved to objectives 5 and 8, A Company continued there operationa
- 4n moving to objective 7. € Company moved to objsctive 6.

On?tﬁo*néﬁhiﬁg of 27 Ma7 1969, continued moving in their area of operations
and at 1130 hours, Company C initisted contact with whe! was helieved to b§
seven NVA armed with gmall armg and automatic weapons, This contact prog-
ressed into a much larger contact with the NVA employing small arms, auto-
matio weapons, and B./0 rockets, Shortly, after initial contact had been
made and several friendly casualties had geen taken,' shoppers had flown in

to remove the wunded and the LZ appeared to be safe, Lieutensnt Colenel

Oarter knowing that th2 Company C Commander had heen wounded, had fiewn in,

The First Sergeant, and the Assistant -3 who was prepared to take over comm-

and of Company C if necessary, had been awaiting movenent from the fire con.
1

trol base, and were finally flown into the area of contact about 1630 hours,

LF;J?"Ab_T?DQ hours, {ieutenant Colonel Carter flew into a secured LZ to talk with -

A
a3




the Company C Commander, end to insure him that if nece;ssary he would be
evacuated, As Lieutenant Colonel Carter was moving intc the area, the enemy
re-instituted contact, Lieutenant Colonel Carter suffered a wound to his
 right ieg and the personnel of Compary C tried to put him into = position of
relative safety when a sniper round struck Lieutenant Colsnel Carter in the
chest killing him instantly,
Gontac.ﬁ’ with the enemy was broken at 1930 hours, 27 Hay 1969. laemy cag-
ualties nmumbered: 40 ITA Killed in action, '

On 28 May 1969, the first dustoff ship took back 6 fricndly casualties that
had been wounded in action at 0130 hours. At 012.5' hewrs, the second duptoff
"‘ ship carried back 9 wounded in action, and at 0150 hours 2 of the wounded in
| abﬁon were declared “illed in action, At 0220 houﬁ the third dustoff ship |

took back 7 casualties who had been wounded in action,



- 27 May T.ime Sequence. : ¢
105: Company "C" was clover leafing the area around ZA 1?5?58, and found
a trail 1' wide running north to soutli, recent use, '

1130! Company "C" made contact at grid ZA 125767: with 7 NVA believed one was
‘killed, GCompany ®C" initiated the contact, neg friendly casualiles,

11551' Company "C" receiving B-40 and emell arms fire, believe to have 2 friendly WIA
”13503 No confirmed casualties report yet, last word 10 WIA, 1 KIA.
1355; ﬁomﬁangv"B“ spotted dinkz in %he wood line at grid ZA 124774,
”_14203- One of Company "C' platoons to the east is still receiving small arms fire,
i5£ﬂ§'.00mpany "C* has a secure LZ at this time,
115501 Ve had 8§ people dusted off at this time, :_
15554 Oompany "CR orlled bask to report back 3 KIA's and 29 WIA's at this timm.
Bda ccmmand ship took out 4 WIAfs,
Bde command ghip tock Sgt Graves to Mary Lou.
“Gompany ME¥ k4lled one NVA soldier that walked out into the open.
Uit Company "B" recuived Z rounde of 82mm, Neg easualties.
_"7_"-ﬁe§aivad' e call that Lt, Col, Carter (81) was killed,
_ Started moving Company "B* down to link up w141 Gompany "CM,
Company "G" im receiving um&Ll_arms and B=40 fireg
Cheak fired ;td leg, putting ;pada to work at this time,
Spockey 21 on station, T 1
. Company "C" gtill receiving amall arms andlﬁ;Aﬂ'fira.’ |

any "C" reports that LT, ‘Col. Carber was in the 0o, OP ab the time
) hit, he wae hit with eniper fire in the neck, shoulder, and knee.

TS First Dustoff ship took 6 WIi's,

S8eeond Duptoff ship took 9 WIiA's,

' 2-df the WIA's are now XIA's,
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